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When 


weight 


isa 


problem 


Come to think of it, weight nearly always zs a problem. 
In almost every branch of industry —and parti- 
cularly in transport — weight saved means greater all- 
round efficiency and economy. 
That’s where light, strong and durable ‘Kynal’ 
wrought aluminium alloys come in—enabling weight 


to be reduced without loss of strength. With the aid of 


the Technical Service and Development staff of I.C.I. 


Metals Division, engineers and designers are constantly 


finding new uses for ‘Kynal’ alloys. 
May we help solve your weighty problems ? 


*KYNAL’? AND ‘KYNALCORE’ wrought aluminium alloys are 


already extensively used in the following industries: 
Aircraft: ribs, spars, engine components, stressed skin covering, fittings, et 
Raliways: structural members, roofing, panelling, windows, luggage racks, et 


Road Transport: structural members, floor planks and panelling, windor 
tread strips, doors, small fittings, et 


Shipbuilding: bridges, wheelhouses, outer funnels, lifeboats and davits, decks, 


kvliwhts, stanchions, bulkheads, watertight doors, et« 


Building: roof coverings, side claddings, ventilators and windows, panelling, 


intertor fittings, et 
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Bob Leech—between the old and the new 


Wallspan”™ says Mr. Leech*, our Liverpool Area Manager, 








is going well. But the idea isn't new to Liverpool 
And he points out that the Williams & Williams office is 
housed in a building with a century-old curtain walling 


system, forerunner of Wallispan, far heavier, more clumsy 

















ind ornate, but still “*on the right line’. Bob Leech 

$a quiet, pleasant man with that air of inner confidence 
inyone can acquire by spending the early years of his life 
amid the rough and tumble of the R.A.I His area ts 
North Wales to Barrow-in-Furness. His team of 
epresentatives, draughtsmen, estimators and window 
fixers is skilled and energetic. Bob Leech drives them 
hard in giving service to the architects in his area 


* MR. R. H. LEECH, WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS LTD 
1 Harrington Street, Liverpool 2 325-6 
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METAL WINDOWS yams waa ++ Meanier of the Missal Window Association 


Other offices at: Belfast (22762). Birmingham (Shirley 3064). Bristol (38907). Bromley (Ravencbourne 6274). Cardiff (27092) 
Glasgow (Douglas 0003). Leeds (21208 London (Sloane 0323). Manchester (Blackfriars 9591 Newcastle-upon-Tyne (21353) 
Newmarket (2277). Nottingham (52131). Reading (2540). Sheffield (51594). Southampton (76252 Tunbridge Wells (3269). 


METAL WINDOWS * DOORS * METAL DOOR FRAMES WALLSPAN CURTAIN WALLING ALUMINEX ROFTEN TOILET CUBICLES 
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S reasons why more and more 
Architects are insisting on 


BUILDING SLABS 





FOR ROOFS & CEILINGS 
PARTITIONS & WALL-LININGS 


Low-cost dry construction 


Pre-cut to size to save time on site 
and avoid cutting to waste 


Light weight is combined with 
great strength and rigidity 


Wall-framing is required at 
4 ft. centres; 

roof-supports required at 

4 ft. centres (pitched) and at 
2 ft. centres (flat) 


Surface is ready for immediate 
decoration 

No screeding is required on 
roof decks 


Good fire-resistance classification 
High degree of sound absorption 


Exceptionally high thermal 
insulation 


x 


2” THICK - 4 ft. WIDE - ANY LENGTH 
(Stock Lengths are 8 ft., 9 ft., 10 ft. & 12 ft.) 


For efficient iL ’ | . Available from stock 


thermal insulation a ° 
of water cisterns and tanks ’ oda through leading merchants 


specify 
STRAMIT LAGGING UNITS 


— details sent on request 





Send NOW for YOUR copy of our fully 
detailed TECHNICAL FOLDER (ABN 9542) 
and Building Research Station Reports. 


STRAMIT BOARDS LTD - PACKET BOAT DOCK - GOWLEY PEACHEY - UXBRIDGE - MIDDLESEX - WEST DRAYTON 3021 





THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 30 September 1954 


3 


KINNEAR SHUTTERS 











KINNEAR SERVICE DATA 


Date of Installation: 1904 
Still working satisfactorily: 1954 
Years of Service to date: 50 


Corporation Transport Depot, Wolverhampton 


In this series we have so far illustrated, apart from the subject of the 

present advertisement, 18 installations of Kinnear Shutters, showing 

an average length of service of 37 years in various parts of the 
United Kingdom. 


Sole Manufacturers: 


ARTHUR L. GIBSON & Co., LTD. 


Twickenham, Middlesex 
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From a design by Edward D. Mills, F.RA.B.A, 





4. MUNICIPAL GARAGE 


The increase of road passenger 
transport necessitates the 
construction of repair and 
maintenance garages for motor 
vehicles. The design illustrated 
shows such a building planned to 
accommodate a large number of 
double decker buses, and to give 
facilities for maintenance and 
repair work. 


One of the important features 
in such a building is the provision 
of adequate daylight so that work 
may be carried out under the most 
comfortable conditions. This has 
been provided by side wall glazing 
using patent glazing bars glazed 
with wired cast glass with opening 
lights, operated by hand or 
electrically controlled gearing. 


To ensure an even distribution 
of light over the large floor area, 
monitor roof lights have been 
incorporated, which admit not only 
north light, but some south light. 





These will be glazed with patent 
giazing with remote control for 
the opening lights. 


Burwood House, Caxton Street, 


: VI 
For all facts about patent glazing, Ag 
= 4 ™ 
write to the Information Bureau, a . ee 
4 Ae 7 “e 
. , , 
London, S.W.1 (’ 


The Patent Glazing Conference, Lf 
- 


ISSUED BY 
THE PATENT GLAZING CONFERENCE 
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“Alumell” 
Patent 
Glazing 


AT LONDON PASSENGER TRANSPORT 
BOARD GARAGE, THORNTON HEATH 


J? 
GEN 


ARCHITECTS: 
Messrs. Adie Button ¢ *artners, P.O RABA 


MELLOWES & Co. LTp. 


LONDON , SHEFFIELD : OLDHAM 





+. 
Are you concerned with the problems of space... 


the egaeee “e 
to that between neig! i 
‘Union’ Adjustable Drawing Tal le wa 10 
tee 
How this combined drawisig tall ayout table cat 
problem of available space in the Drawing © 
sacrificing any of the desirable positions 1 
maintain a high standard of draughtsmanship, is deser, a 
in a fully illustrated brochure which will be gladly 
on application to: 


thor PP, 


ag 


Telephone —- ABBEY 714) Telegrams ~ 
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On projects of this nature, or indeed on any where good , of 
natural! lighting is essential, the value of patent glazing is S cece f y 
undisputed. These jobs, however, do call for special ex- net oN 
perience and capacity - qualifications which are necessary 


to first class service yeresbe c wae are ior dupane fitted to 


ide this 6. and would eee eee 
pordthwevon end would be led ocomence ou AC gaan avila ID 


7—T7 r 


PATE nt t 


if you write eve literature or ik our representative to call. 


UDDER ‘ 
= ie 


W. H. HEYWOOD & CO. LTD., HUDDERSFIELD. Telephone 6594 (5 lines) 
Branches at London, Manchester, Glasgow, Belfast Newcastle, Birmingham Liverpool Le 


j icester, Nottingham, Coventry, Bristol, Plymouth, 
Associate Company in Eire: W. H, Heywood & Co, Ureland) Lid., 63-64 Upper O'¢ ’ Street ft. 
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‘Rigidal’ Mansard Sheeting 


for the ‘Templex’ Hangar Doors at London Airport 


Each leaf, 46ft. high and 6ft. wide, is clad on both 
sides with ‘Rigidal’ Mansard sheeting. There are 224 of these leaves 
to each set of doors and the door opening is 46ft. high 
and 300ft. wide. Four new hangars for B.0.A.C. will be equipped 


with similar folding and sliding doors. 


Doors constructed and erected by 
Head Wrightson Aluminium Limited, 
Thornaby-on-Tees, to the design by 
Mr. J. E. Temple, Whit.Sch.D.1.C., for the 
Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation 
Main Contractors: 
W. & C. French Led., Buckhurst Hill, Essex 
Engineers and Architects: 


Sir Owen Williams & Partners 


THE BRITISH ALUMINIUM COMPANY LTD 


NORFOLK HOUSE ST JAMES’S SQUARE LONDON SW | 
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Erected from standard size plates. 


A 
a’ 
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Inside or outside flanges. 


¢ 
vA 
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Universal brackets and stay rods 
ensure complete rigidity. 


IS 


i. 
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Standard jointing compound gives 
watertight joints. 


- aa §. 
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Sound design gives easy erection and 
years of trouble-free service. 
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—— 
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A Mather and Platt tank of 80,000 gallons 
capacity erected at an R.A.F station 


Cast fron 


STORAGE 
TANKS 


MATH ER & PLATT LTD Park Works ManchesterlO - Park House Gt.Smith St.London SW! 
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SHELL BP HOUSE 


NEW STREET BIRMINGHAM 


is equipped with the latest type of High Speed 


Gearless Lifts 


with Duplex Collective Control suitable for opera- 


tion without attendants at 400 feet per minute by 


iL Ry MARRYAT & SCOTT 


: . 
| wat} , 
a" = 1) 
L —_ ; je * "TT 
‘ 7 *’ & O 


b 
‘ecg 40 HATTON GARDEN ° LONDON E.C.1 
‘ Works : Hounslow, Middlesex and Glasgow 
' te Sales and Service Depot 
! } BIRMINGHAM °* LIVERPOOL « BRISTOL - BRIGHTON 
: DUBLIN « BELFAST - GLASGOW - DUNDEE INVERNESS 


Ais 


Architects: Cotton, Ballard & Blow 
Contractors: Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons Ltd 
Consulting Engineer ; W.V. Zinn, M. CONS. BE. M.1.C.B. * Architects are invited to ask for details of these Lifts which will be supplied free on request 




















By PLASTEX | By 1\ONOLAC 
Weatherproofing Compound | Bituminous Paints 





Repairing Roofs of all Types @ For all Steelwork and Lronwork 


Stopping Leaks @ Protects against Corrosion, Rust and 








Covering New Roofs, Ete. Atmospheric Conditions 


Repairing and Waterproofing Brickwork Brilliant Gloss Finish 


| G d I | 
Waterproofing Below Ground Leve Good Colour Depth 


oe 
* 
& 
Recovering Felt Roofs @ Excellent Weatherability 
. 
* 
a 


Stopping Cracks in Brickwork, Woodwork ; 
and Metalwork Suitable for Spray or Brush 








Waterproofing Skylights, Window Sashes = i} Made in Black, White, Green, Red, Brown, 


and Repairing Gutters | Grey, Cream and Aluminium Colours 














THAMES ROAD, CRAYFORD. KENT. 
Telephone Bexleyheath 2000 (5 lines) 
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TROUGHTON & YOUNG 


So far as our lighting fittings are concerned, sound design and good 
workmanship mean great length of life under conditions well above 
specification. Understanding has come from a wealth of practical 
and technical knowledge which enables us to offer real assistance 
to architects. 


TROUGHTON & YOUNG (Lighting) LTD., 143, Knightsbridge, 8.W.1. 
Tel: Ken. 3444 


Manufacturers of Ultralux, Versalite, Tubalux & Mondolite lighting fittings. 


DESIGN 


WORKMANSHIP 


AND 


UNDERSTANDING 





6 WIDTHS 


10’ 12’ 15’ 20° 25” 30’ 

3 EAVES HEIGHTS 

70” 80” 100 

ANY LENGTH 

Whenever you require a 
timber building of any kind, 
write without delay to 


THORNS 


For Hutted Camps, Hospital Extensions, Halls, Offices, etc 








Telephone: Bexleyheath 305 








4A 





J. THORN & SONS LTD ( Dept 113) - BRAMPTON ROAD - BEXLEYHEATH - KENT 





Established 1896, 





BD 530 

















SWITCHBOARDS 
CONTEMPORARY STYLE 


MINUNIT cubicle switchboards live up to the promise 
of their smart appearance. These attractive, flush-fronted 
switchboards can accommodate any desired combination 
of distribution switchgear and can easily be extended or 
modified 





MINUNIT switchboards are built from carefully-tooled 
housing framework units, and a complete range of distri- 
bution equipment, all designed and built to one basic 
standard dimension. Thus every completed MINUNIT 





switchboard is perfectly symmetrical and pleasing in 
appearance 


Write for Leaflet No. M.1-1 


CCANTIE> 
DOOM 


CUBICLE SWITCHBOARDS 
CANTIE SWITCHES LIMITED 
r CAUSEWAY, NEW FERRY, BIRKENHEAD, CHESHIRE 


4 


122 








POR 


Teleot e RBROMBOR IiGH <a 
epho BROMBOROUG CMS 
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There’s ‘a perfect marriage’ between 


BLACK SHEATHING FELT 
and asphalte.. . 


I 





Make sure the Underlay | 
Is | 

BLACK SHEATHING FELT | 
| 

| 

| 


Black Sheathing Felt is the traditional and HdE 
TESTED Underlay for mastic asphalte roofs and 
floors. Its tough fibres of flax and jute “ marry”’ 
perfectly with hot asphalte. One thickness gives 


= 


provides perfect insulation, giving maximum time 


complete isolation from the screed. One thickness 4 4 
rf fT = i] 
for the asphalte to be worked easily and thoroughly. 1 


a 1m \s 
ACK SHEATHING Ft 

e PLEASANT TO HANDLE Ali rolls bear this sign. 1 1s the 

architects’ and asphalters’ assurance 

e DOES NOT FRACTURE of top quality underfelt. Accept no 

e DOES NOT ABSORB MOISTURE | substitute for Black Sh athing Felt 


e DOES NOT SHRINK | , 


— 

















cify: use 


"BLACK SHEATHING FELT 


AS THE UNDERLAY TO MASTIC ASPHALTE ROOFS & FLOORS 





Manufactured by 
D. Anderson & Son Ltd. Manchester ° Engert & Rolfe Ltd., London ' John Erskine Ltd., Belfast 
Robt. McCalmont & Sons Ltd., Belfast - F. McNeill & Co. Ltd., London « Permanite Ltd., London John Rogers, Ltd., Belfast 
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PATENT 


ROLLER 
LEAF 
SLIDING 
STEEL 
SHUTTER 





MANUAL OPERATION 
OR POWER OPERATED 
BY PUSH BUTTON 
INVISIBLE RAY OR 
AUTOPAD CONTROLLED 


PHOTOGRAPH BY COURTESY 
OF BROOK MOTORS LTD 


RAX DOORS ARE UNEQUALLED 
IN DESIGN - QUALITY : WORKMANSHIP 


CANONBURY 6455 (4 ines) FP 0 T ‘i = be ~ A X ® 0 


meme sovss- WILTON WORKS - SHEPPERTON ROAD -LONOON N I 


BRANCHES AT:- BIRMINGHAM LIVERPOOL MANCHESTER OUBLIN 
ENCRAXOAT NORDO LONOON Rei Ee AGT NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE BRISTOL PLYMOUTH EXETER 
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ure) Lid., Huil 


showroom for service 


using Accotilé FLOORING 


-ervice 


Phe success of a depends upon its 


eflicienes And the first Impact of ethereney is 


expe rienced at the prevnnat ol reception (oodwill 


is created immediately if the 


background 


Trnhpere SSCs and ple ases. 


An essential element in this. 


as in all other decor 


Accotile 


the modern thermoplastic tile flooring is chosen 


floor. It is for this reason that 


for showrooms and other areas where colourtul 


| | i 
distinction is considered of prime inportance, 


\ccotile has the advantage. among many others. 
of providing scope for individual colour schemes 


and designs. for it is laid tile by tile It is 


economical. permanent, easily maintained and 


in service immediately after laying. 


Colourtul literature is available on reque { 





FEATURES 


aid ) by 

Cork Co Led 
approved Specialist Cor 
tractors from over 90 branche 
and Depots throughout the 
country 





663698 Arn strong Ce 








ARMSTRONG CORK COMPANY LIMITED. Flooring De partment, BLUSH HOUSE, ALDWYCH, LONDO 


Tels CHAnecery 6281 


2) 
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There's a Stelrad Radiator 
for every Building Need 


As your plans for central heating take shape, you 
will find in the Stelrad range of radiators a means of 
keeping heating efficiency in harmony with interior 
design. 

Two well-known Stelrads are shown on the right, 
and an eleven inch two column curved radiator is 
shown in the picture above. Variations of these 
radiators are, of course, available. 

We have agents and representatives throughout 
the British Isles at your disposal to advise on the 


Stelrad range of central heating radiators. 


ee WO Wem osripce Road, 


LIMITED 


Four column 
Stelrad Radiator 














_— 

















- 


Wall Radiator 


SOUTHALL, MIDDLESEX 
Telephone: Southall 2603 








z= gf 


rather more perhaps, a well earned privilege—unless of course, we 


... 8 hardly a virtue, 


are discussing plasters. Plasters made trom Gypsum rock possess this quality 
and, when applied, the plaster combines chemically with a considerable 
amount of the gauging water and sets into an inert mass. 


e of the British Plaster 


Joard are positively not an inert mass. The 


ompanying illustration shows our factory at 
Leake, Notts., the largest of its kind in th 
count) Our organisation, also the largest and 
ertenced of its kind, ts always ready 
or advise you on any matter concerning 
mtertor lining. Make a habit of consulting our 


Technical Department at the planning stage. 


‘Thistle’ Plaster Base Board and Lath - ‘Thistle’ and 
‘Pharaoh’ Plasters : ‘Paramount’ Plaster Wallboard - ‘Paramount’ 
Constructional Systems are all made from fire-resisting Gypsum. 


THE BRITISH PLASTER BOARD (MANUFACTURING) LIMITED 


Bath House, 82 Piccadill London, W.] phor GROsvenor 
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The most adaptable System of Suspended 
Hollow Concrete tloor and Roof Construction 
for large and small spans. 


Midland Associated Company & Licensee 
PARKFIELD CONCRETE PRODUCTS CO., LTD., 
St. Peter's Road 
NETHERTON, or. Dudley, Worcs Phone : Dudley 4315 


re , 
as Mi I . MH a 2 WAY REINFORCED THE BUILDING CENTRE 


FIREPROOF FLOORS ‘ 


SMITH’S FIREPROOF FLOORS LTD. 
IMBER COURT, EAST MOLESEY, SURREY U 


Telephone: EMBerbrook 3300 Telegrams TRIANCO EAST MOLESEY 26 STORE STREET WC 
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Phe range of G.E.C. Propeller Fans is varied and compre 
hensive. This 12” model displaces air more quietly and at less 
cost than fans with narrow or flat blades. Air movement 1120 
c.f.m. at 13§0r.p.m, For full details send for publication V968 


THE GENERAL ELECTRIC CO. LTD., MAGNET HOUSE, KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.z 
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BITUMETAL «-:-- mam 


Roofs with spans 

ranging from 2 ft. to 

10 ft. can now enjoy 

the many advantages of 

a Bitumetal Designed 

Roof at a surprisingly 
economical price. 

Ask your nearest Area 
Manager for details of our 
new complete range of 


Aluminium Decks. 


WEATHERPROOFING 
i 


s° INSULATION BOARD 


ALUMINIUM R 


WILLIAM BRIGGS & SONS LTD. 


LONDON, VAUXHALL GROVE, S.W.8 Regd. Office DUNDEE 
OFFICES & DEPOTS ALSO AT ABERDEEN ~~ BELFAST BRISTOL 
EDINBURGH « GLASGOW ~- LEICESTER ~ LIVERPOOL NORWICH 
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“this is the book 7 
| 
| 


they have written about me” 
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Every discerning Architect and Builder throug} 
out the British Isles will want to know all about me—that i 
produced a booklet which you can readily obtain 
on application to the addre below. In the interest of 


good building 10uU hou 


Finloc k Gutter Limited (De pl 
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The ‘** Architect the “Ar 


founded in 1854. 


Published by ILIFFE & SONS 
Bite Telephone: WATERLOO 3333 (60 lines) 


and Building News” 
The annual subscription, 


incorporates 


Coventry 


Tel 


Branch Offices 
Manchester: 260 Deansgate. 


ry “ —r | 


inland and overseas, 


LTO., OORSET HOUSE, 


Telegrams 


8-10 Corporation Street; Birmingham 
Blackfriars 4412 (3 lines), Deansgate 3595 (2 lines) 
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1869, and the 


Building News, 
Od. post paid: U.S.A 


£2 ond Canada $9.00 


STAMFORD STREET, LONDON, 
* ARCHITONIA, SEDIST, LONDON.” 


S.E.1 


King Edward House, New Street; 
Glasgow: 26B Renfield Street 





HOUSING PROGR 


HE Unesco Report “ European Housing Pro- 

gress and Policies in 1953,” just out, states 

that although, on the whole, enough houses 
were built last year to cope with the increase of the 
population and for reasonable replacement, the 
position at the end of 1953 was worse than the 
immediate pre-war situation, and that it is desirable 
that all European countries should substantially 
step-up their housing figures each year simply to 
avoid a further deterioration in present housing 
levels. 

“The problem facing governments what 
housing goals can be envisaged, having regard on 
the one hand to minimum requirements, and on the 
other to resources available.” 

The report urges that increased attention should 
be paid to the needs of special groups, such as old 
people and slum dwellers, who have been neglected 
since the war because of the more urgent demand 
for normal houses. (An article on Old People’s 
requirements appears elsewhere in this issue. 

It is suggested that a renewed drive to remove 
slums should be made during the next ten or fifteen 
years in anticipation of a “ new wave of high family 
formation ” towards the end of 1960. 

It considered that methods of subsidizing 
housing in most countries require review and that 
this is a field where exchange of experience and 
information would be fruitful (last week’s conference 
in Edinburgh put this into practice). 

In almost all countries the greater part of the 
public investment in houses comes from the central 
government, and the report considers there is a 
strong argument for finding some way of avoiding 
the basing of financial assistance exclusively on 
subsidies “ which increase continually the total 
burden on public funds as the number of subsidized 
dwellings increases.” It is considered that there 
is a case for extending the activities of co-operative 


is 


1S 


ESS IN: EUROPE 


and non-profit-making housing associations as an 
instrument of government housing policy. The 
process of reforming and re-aligning rent policies 
in Western Europe is already taking place and 
encouragement is being given to owners to keep 
property in good repair. In most countries the 
general level of rents in relation to incomes is still 
too low and tends to magnify the already heavy 
task confronting governments. The percentage of 
the average income of a worker which is required 
to pay the rent of a subsidized standard dwelling 
built in each country is mostly below 20. In the 
U.K. it ranges from 12 per cent to 15 per cent. 

But “it is not yet clear whether adequate com- 
pensatory measures are being taken in each country 
to alleviate hardships arising out of the raising of 
rents.” 

Despite some encouraging features in 1953, the 
high level of building costs remained a major limiting 
factor in house construction, a problem that the 
report must largely be solved by the 
building industry and related professions by means 
of a continuous search for higher productivity. 
(Most governments have taken an_ increasingly 


considers 


active interest in building research and in publicizing 
its results and much of this research like that of the 
B.R.S. is directed to improvement of building pro- 
ductivity on site.) 


Again, in most countries con- 
siderable changes are taking place within the building 
industry in the way of mechanization; standardization 
(although here, says the report tartly, more effort has 
been put into the devising of standards than in their 
applications); and in the use of new materials and 
forms of construction, including prefabrication, but 
“it 18 not yet possible to draw any precise conclusion 
about the effect on building costs from all these 
changes since the pace of development, the method 
of organization and obtained vary con- 
siderably.” Let us hope the next report will find 


results 


G 
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on this point. In all countries where information 
was forthcoming the fall in building price indices 
from the peak in 1952 to the 1953 level was wholly 
or mainly due to a fall in prices of materials. Given 
a high demand and the continuation of full employ- 
ment it is expected that building wages will be 
maintained or perhaps continue to rise. 


Other problems such as the consideration of 


factors ensuring a long-term and steady demand; 
the revision of building regulations, and the improve- 
ment of methods of contracting, and special measures 
to assist small firms are being considered by a 
Housing Sub-committee. 

The overall picture shows clearly enough that 
our own problems are general to Europe in varying 
degrees, and that our approach to solving them is 
bound to be very similar. The different economic 
levels of the European countries; their different 
population densities and traditional living standards 
make cut and dried generalizations difficult. It is 
hardly ever possible to compare like with like, and 
for this reason there may be many who question 
the value of all this wordage and discussion. The 
Unesco report says “ The amenities of new houses 
vary very considerably from country to country and 
it is difficult to make comparisons ... the countries 
which built the most dwellings in relation to popula- 
tion have—with the exception of the U.K.—built 
relatively small dwellings.” 

Everything that helps to solve common human 
needs and to remove gross extremes of overcrowding, 
insanitary conditions and ill-equipped houses may 
very well be achieving what the politicians are making 
such heavy weather of—a united Europe. 


EVENTS AND COMMENTS 
THE ROUND 


The exhibition of the Arts and Crafts Exhibition 
Society which is at the New Burlington Galleries until 
October 16 is pretty much as usual with perhaps more 
contemporary feeling in pottery and fabrics. Sir David 
Eccles has bought for the British Embassy in Washington 
a superlatively well made chest of drawers in Makore 
by Mr. Edward Barnsley, the doyen of cabinet makers. 
The designs for stained glass are properly shown as 
translucencies, and one design for a painted panel with a 
fish motif, by Mr. John Baker, had the true Early English 
character which I should like to see come back. The 
potters are still keen on bulls and the wood carvers on 
stumpy lumpy figures, but all beautifully done. I liked a 
modestly priced plaited rush and dyed sisal mat, a good 
hard honest chair by Robin Nance and two amusing 
appliqué pictures of dog and cat. 

For real pagan vitality, however, go to the exhibition 
of Picasso pottery at the Marlborough Gallery. Walking 
through that excellent shopping centre (why wasn’t it in 
this week’s article?) the Burlington Arcade, newly 
restored, I admired the top-lighting, which is very good. 
The new décor is sweetly pretty in a “Quality Street” 
manner, perhaps appropriately. 
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/bove : The now famous head, and on facing page, Sir 

David Eccles and Mr. W. F. Grimes, Chief Archeologist of 

the Roman and Medieval Excavation Council looking at 
the well. 


“Passing on to film,” I mildly enjoyed “ Pleasure 
Garden” at the Academy Cinema, Oxford Street. It is a 
kind of Cocteau cocktail, making brilliant visual use of 
the grounds of the Crystal Palace where forsaken 
Victorian sculpture surrealistically overgrown with weeds 
was a gift to the cinema. The plot of this fantasy is no 
stronger than that of the average ballet—the struggle 
between bad and worse—but among the dramatis persone 
was none other than the Deputy Director of the Building 
Centre, Mr. Gontran Goulden, dressed in his chamois 
stalking clothes and rolling a wicked eye as he raised a 
fowling-piece of great age at anything that moved. How 
did he get into this gallery? Very odd. The Old Vic 
Company at Covent Garden put on a programme that 
was the balletomane’s dream of heaven. It included “ The 
Firebird.” I mention this because among all the other 
wonderful sights and sounds the backcloth, by N. 
Gontcharov, of the finale of this rarely seen ballet, was a 
splendid architectural prospect in the gayest of pre-Soviet 
colours. 
PAST PRESENT 


a nd 


There is an almost Gilbertian element of comedy in 
the dilemma caused by the exposure of the Mithraic 
temple on the Bucklersbury House site, as if the Sea 


Serpent had got into the propellers of the “Queen 
Elizabeth” and brought that great ship to a dead stop, 
while the skipper wondered whether to kill a unique 
creature or to fall behind schedule. We grow fanciful. 
Seriously, it is a situation that brings out the best in a 
democracy where everyone can give an opinion on 
relative values. If the temple is built over, modern 
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technical resources can record its appearance and 
dimensions accurately enough for posterity, but the actual 
presence, the indubitable evidence of a rather frightening 
antiquity will be lost. If it is excavated and removed 
elsewhere it will again lose most of its magic and revert 
to a collection of old stones, the partial remains of an 
unique though undistinguished primitive temple. The 
City, the L.C.C. and the owners of Bucklersbury House 
have my sympathy; whatever is decided will tend to be 
regarded as creating a precedent, so I say preserve it 
where it is if possible. 


COST OF CONVERSION 

When the “ New Homes from Old Houses ” demonstra- 
tion in Holles Street closed on September 16, it had been 
seen by 255,428 people. Over 300 detailed enquiries had 
been dealt with, of which 60 per cent were on improve- 
ment schemes and 40 per cent on conversions. 

Speaking at the Edinburgh Conference to a study group 
on slum clearance, the Deputy Town Clerk of Edinburgh 
said that it had been his experience that the conversion of 
West End houses to flats had been neither economic nor 
speedy and that in many instances estimates of cost had 
been too optimistic because of the encountering of dry rot 
and other problems. Mr. Lindsay Stewart thought that 
if they started to convert sub-standard houses, the same 
difficulties on a larger scale would be met. In view of 
Mr. Macmillan’s appeal to local authorities to stage demon- 
strations similar to that of M.o.H. & L.G. in London, it 
might be as well to convert actual houses of the type 
envisaged as appropriate for this treatment, so that the 
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demonstration could include details of actual cost. 
Although the Oxford Street site was suitable from the 
point of view of attracting visitors, it lacked the conviction 
that treatment of actual houses would have had. This 
scheme stands or falls on the question of whether the 
money and labour is being employed to the best advantage 
in this way rather than on new building. 


{UTUMN BUILDING EXHIBITIONS 

Although we have to wait until next year for the Build 
ing Exhibition at Olympia, there are several autumn 
exhibitions whose dates should be in your diary if they 
aren't already. On Tuesday, October 19, the Minister of 
Works is to open the 20th Manchester Building Exhibition 
in the City Hall, Deansgate, all bookable space at which 
had been sold way back in May. In view of the current 
importance of Smokeless Zones, I imagine there will be 
great interest in the two stands of the Solid Smokeless 
Fuels Federation, which will be showing fuels and appli 
ances which meet the requirements in connection with 
Smokeless Zones and the essential conditions for 
authority housing. 

Then on November 10 there is the Royal Sanitary 
Institute’s exhibition in the form of a four-storey mock-up 
demonstrating Single Stack Drainage. This is to be 
opened by Mr. Ernest Marples, Parliamentary Secretary, 
M.o.H. & L.G. Later in November, from 15-20, at 
Olympia, we shall have the Public Works Exhibition. I 
hope to see there the sort of rubbish destructor that parish 
councils could afford, but I doubt whether I shall—but 
what a boon it would be! 
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Annexe of the Bibliotheque Nationale 


at Versailles. 


Architect: Michel Roux-Spitz 


The programme for an annexe to the French National 
Library was drawn up in 1932 and the first block 
was commenced that year. Two new blocks were 
completed in 1953, but the whole scheme is not yet 
finished. It was one of the conditions that the 


annexe should not be visible from the palace 
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NEW S 
THE WEEK 
Competition for Design of 
Office Furniture for 
Government Departments 


The Ministry of Works has invited 
certain manufacturers to take part in 
a competition for office furniture for 
Government departments. Although 
the competition is restricted to manu- 
facturers they may employ outside de- 
signers if they wish to do so. The 
object of the competition is to find a 
high standard of design suitable to 
present-day needs. Manufacturers 
have been given a general indication 
of the requirements but will have a 
free hand in the design and in the 
choice of materials. 

Entries for the competition will be 
judged by a panel under the chairman- 
ship of Sir Hugh Casson, R.D.L, M.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., Architect and Professor of 
the Department of Interior Design at 
the Royal College of Art. Members 
of the panel will be:—Mr. J. Howe, 
F.R.I.B.A., F.S.1.A., Society of Indus- 
trial Artists; Mr. H. J. Cutler, M.B.E., 
N.R.D., M.S.LA., Head of the Furni- 
ture Department, High Wycombe Col- 
lege of Further Education; Mr G. E. 
Dunn, Council of Industrial Design; 
Mr. Eric Bedford, C.B.O., F.R.I.B.A., 
Chief Architect, Ministry of Works; 
Mr. A. L. Barclay, O.B.E., Deputy 
Controller of Supplies, Ministry of 
Works. 

The closing date for the competition 
is October 28 next. 


O F 


Institute of Clayworkers 


The committee of the Institute of 
Clayworkers, assisted by the Ministry 
of Education and the Guild of Brick- 
layers, held a national competition 
which had as a basis, “ Craftsmanship 
in Bricklaying.” At the Prizegiving on 
the 23rd, reports were made by the 
three assessors, Mr. M. S. Whitehouse, 
Chairman of the Institute, Mr. CeciLC. 
Handisyde and Mr. J. C. Hodge. 

The Chairman very briefly reviewed 
the industry, mentioning the great re- 
sources of raw material, clay, and put 
forward the suggestion that the brick 
size was an example of clarity that had 
evolved for four or five thousand years. 
He went on to say that the problem 
of packing bricks was beyond their 
control as customers’ requirements 
varied so much. Mr. Whitehouse 
introduced a precedent by awarding 
three silver medals, usually made to 
labourers for long service, to three 
manufacturers each over 50 years in 
the trade. 

Mr. Handisyde, while agreeing with 
the President’s remarks concerning the 
high craftsmanship and long hours 
worked by the entrants to the competi- 
tion, made particular reference to the 
standard of design of the set pieces in 
the workshops which he passed 
through while viewing the competition 
pieces. He said these were deplorable, 
and made a plea for students to be 





External mural decoration 


Landemann. 


symbolizing 
The building is a training school for landscape architects at 


the Seasons, designed by Ruth 


Osnabriick and was designed by the Board of Works of Osnabriick, under 


the town surveyor, Herr Becker. 


kept in touch with the architect’s point 
of view during training. 

Mr. J. C. Hodge of the Northern 
Polytechnic congratulated the Institute 
for sponsoring the competition and 
said that they were friendly with the 
architects, realizing their problems 
What did the architect know about 
bricks anyway? He then said that the 
main object of the competition was not 
design but craftsmanship. 

Mr. Fawcett, President of the Guild 
of Bricklayers, while avoiding Cecil 
Handisyde’s charge, said that crafts- 
manship had deteriorated since the 
war. 


Practice Arbitration at the 
R.1.B.A. 


The L.M.B.A., in conjunction with 
the Institute of Arbitrators, is holding 
another Practice Arbitration in the 
Henry Jarvis Hall of the R.I.B.A. on 
the evening of Thursday, October 21, 
1954. Some three years ago it held 
its first practice arbitration, again with 


the co-operation of the Institute of 
Arbitrators, to show its members just 
how the system works. It was what 
the theatres call “a sell-out,” and since 
then many requests have been received 
for a repeat performance 

The question at issue in this month's 
arbitration 1s a dispute between the 
owner of a boys’ preparatory school 
and the builder who has carried 
out some alterations for him. The 
Arbitrator will be be Mr. E. D 
Jefferiss Mathews, O.B.E., A.R.LC.S., 
F.R.L.B.A., and the parts of the archi 
tect and the builder will be taken by 
Mr. P. V. Burnett, F.R.1L.B.A., and Mr 
A. W. Yeomans, M.LO.B., respec 
tively, The “building owner” will be 
Mr. R. E. Stenning, M.A., Secretary 
of the L.M.B.A., and Counsel in the 
case will be Mr. J. Fox-Andrews and 
Mr. P. Macnair 

Admission is by 
owing to the limited accommodation 
application for tickets is limited to 
members of the two bodies concerned 


, 


ticket only, and 





Modular Society Visit 


The Architect to the London County 
Council invites members of the Modu- 
lar Society and friends to visit Pren- 
dergast County Complement School, 
Catford, S.E.9, at 3.30 p.m. on Thurs- 
day, October 7, 1954. 

This school is constructed with a 
Hills 3ft 4in modular steel frame Mark 
II with precast concrete floor units, 
vermiculite ceiling units and wood- 
wool roof units all conforming to the 
module. Internal partitions are mainly 
Bellrock. The external glazed and 
solid cladding is also by Hills and also 
conforms to the module. 

The Contract was started in Novem- 
ber, 1952, and is due for completion 
in May, 1955. 

Dr. J. L. Martin, the Architect to 
the London County Council, Mr. 
G. F. Horsfall, the Assistant Schools 
Architect, and Mr. W. J. Smith, Group 
Architect, will be present to explain 
the design and answer any questions. 

The site reached as fol- 
lows :— 

1. The 2.51 p.m. train from Holborn 
(S.R.) Station to Bellingham 
Station (at 3.14) which is 8 
minutes walk from the school, 
turn left outside the station up 
Bellingham Road. 

The 2.52 p.m. train from Charing 
Cross (S.R.) Station to Catford 
Bridge Station (at 3.12) and the 
179 omnibus from outside the 
station or the 54 or 47 omnibus 
from Rushey Green (near the 
Station) to Bellingham Road. 
Turn left up Bellingham Road. 

3. Going by road, follow the Old 
Kent Road to New Cross, Lewis- 
ham, Catford, and along the 
Bromley Road to the first traffic 
lights and turn left up Belling- 
ham Road. 

The entry to the site adjoins No. 

154A, Bellingham Road. 


can be 


European Productivity 


Agency 


Action is the keynote of the second 
annual programme of the European 
Productivity Agency, set up last year 
within the framework of O.E.E.C. 

hile the Agency is essentially a co- 
ordinating organization for the distri- 
bution of up-to-date information, the 
sponsoring of technical missions and 
training courses, and the provision of 
highly qualified consultants in specific 
fields, its main preoccupation and that 
of National Productivity Centres, is to 
encourage the practical application of 
knowledge and experience thereby 
gained. 

Behind the planning of the new 
programme lies the realization that re- 
sults can only be obtained on a long- 
term basis. The Agency itself is not 
envisaged as a permanent factor in the 
European scene, but it is hoped that 
the foundations it lays will enable 
established institutions to carry on 
many of its activities. 
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Key factors in devising the 
programme may be 
follows : — 

A European programme must be 
developed on a self-help basis, since 
Europe cannot rely indefinitely on 
aid from the United States; 

Work undertaken by the Agency 
or by National Productivity Centres 
must be based on collaboration be- 
tween management and labour; 

Increases in productivity usually 
involve the adoption of new tech- 
niques, and these must be acceptable 
to all concerned; 

A productivity programme there- 
fore entails improved education and 
training in industry, commerce, 
agriculture and public administra- 
tions; 

Training methods and instruction 
techniques must ensure that human 
skills will keep pace with technical 
progress, 

Closer contacts must be arranged 
between universities and industries, 
between technical colleges and 
industrial plants. 

The expansion of productivity 
must be applied in the field both of 
production and of distribution. 

Above all, the human factor is of 
paramount importance, in the fac- 
tory, in the office or on the farm. 
The new programme has _ been 

divided into three parts, dealing res- 
pectively with problems relating to 
industry and commerce, to agriculture, 
and to factors affecting both. These 
three aspects are summarized in the 
following paragraphs : — 

Problems affecting industry and com- 
merce include those relating to man- 
agement, labour, technology and 
applied research, and housing con- 
struction. Regarding management, the 
Agency will continue to employ 
accepted forms of action such as tech- 
nical assistance missions, conferences 
and seminars, designed to appeal to 
management in individual industries 
rather than to a_ cross-section of 
industry as a whole. A critical analysis 
of training curricula will precede an 
exchange of views with educational 
authorities in order to bring courses 
more into line with modern industrial 
and business requirements, In the same 
way, in the field of labour relations, 
the Agency will try to improve con- 
tacts between the academic and busi- 
ness world, and between research and 
practice. Projects are planned for the 
collection and distribution of informa- 
tion on factors which go towards the 
creation of a good atmosphere in 
management-worker relationships, and 
for the training of supervisory staff. 

In the sphere of technology and 
applied research the Agency plans a 
series of projects designed to estab'ish 
contacts between the directors of 
firms in specific branches of industry, 
to devote attention to the advanced 
training of young research workers, 
and to develop and improve technical 
information services. 

The need for new and better hous- 
ing constitutes a vast market capable 


new 
summarized as 


of absorbing the increased output 
which would result from an all-round 
increase in productivity: based on the 
conclusions of a pilot-building mission, 
the Agency plans a series of activities 
aimed at widespread distribution of 
information on technical progress, the 
practical application of this informa- 
tion, and the training of specialists in 
modern techniques. Especially valu- 
able results are expected from a pro- 
ject on “modular co-ordination,” 
aimed at the international adoption of 
a standard and basic form of measure- 
ment in building. 

The new programme takes into full 
account the fact that about 30 per cent 
of the population of O.E.E.C. countries 
depend directly on agriculture and 
fishery for their livelihood. It is there- 
fore designed to obtain the maximum 
results in clearly defined fields: the 
economic organization of the farm, the 
development of training and advisory 
services, the improvement of land and 
farm structure, the practical applica- 
tion of modern agriculture techniques, 
and improved marketing arrangements 
for agricultural and food products. 

Common to both industry and agri- 
culture is the need for practical re- 
search into the economic and social 
factors of productivity. Specific sub- 
jects selected for study include statis- 
tics and productivity measurement, 
banking and credit, fiscal legislation 
and market structure. Mobility of 
labour will be studied in conjunction 
with systems of remuneration, and 
marketing in conjunction with distri- 
bution problems. 

Technical assistance projects aimed 
at the development of productivity in 
public and semi-public administrations 
will include the organization of a 
documentation centre on European 
administrative methods, inter-European 
exchanges of civil servants, and the 
participation of the latter in seminars 
and conferences on business manage- 
ment and human factors. 

A stepping-up of the Agency’s 
present activities in the field of general 
information and audio-visual aids is 
also envisaged. These activities will 
include continued assistance’ to 
National Productivity Centres, includ- 
ing production of material for radio 
programmes, press campaigns and ex- 
hibitions, and inter-European visits of 
journalists to these Centres. Course 
will be organized to promote the use 
of visual aids in training. 

The Agency is already studying cer- 
tain problems and subjects for the 
future development of its programme. 
A promising approach is the setting- 
up of action committees in local or 
regional communities to promote the 
idea of productivity. This “com- 
munity approach” is already in use in 
certain countries, and the Agency 
plans to carry out a survey of the 
various ways in which it might be 
developed. 


“100 Good Catalogues ” 


At noon on Tuesday, October 12, the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
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Bennettsgate Shopping Centre, Hemel Hempstead. 


Trade, Mr. Henry Strauss, Q.C., M.P., 
will open the “100 Good Catalogues ” 
Exhibition at the British Institute of 
Management headquarters, Hill Street, 

fais 

Organized jointly by the British 
Federation of Master Printers and the 
Council of Industrial Design, the exhi- 
bition displays a hundred good cata- 
logues chosen from more than 1,500 
submitted by British firms. For the 
purpose of the exhibition, “ catalogues ” 
are defined as: “Printed matter illus- 
trating and/or listing goods or services 
for sale or hire.” The entries, which 
range from leaflets and folders to sub- 
stantial books, have all been printed in 
Britain since January 1, 1950, except for 
an additional baker’s dozen of good 
foreign catalogues included to give 
some idea of contemporary work 
abroad. 


Glenrothes Shopping Block 


Plans have been completed for the 
first shopping block to be erected at 
the new town of Glenrothes, Fife, at a 
cost of £55,000. The buildings will 
consist of a three-storey block, with 
possible bank premises on the ground 
floor and offices on the two upper 
floors. The two-storey __ building 
attached to the block will provide for 14 
shop units at street level, with seven 


flatted houses above. Eleven lock-up 
garages are to be erected to the rear 

The chief architect and planning 
officer of the Glenrothes Development 
Corporation is Mr. Peter Tinto. 

The Corporation have promoted Mr. 
Alexander K. Youngson to be assistant 
chief surveyor on the technical staff 
From a list of 96 applicants the Cor- 
poration have appointed Mr. R. K 
Scott, of Fife, to be administrative 
assistant in the secretary and legal 
adviser’s department. 


Stonemasons Award Fund 


The London Association of Master 
Stonemasons has sent a donation of 
£50 to the L.M.B.A. Educational 
Awards Fund. 

In a letter to the President, the 
President of the Stonemasons, Mr 
C. C Harvey, said 

In view of the very favourable re- 
ports given from time to time on the 
L.M.B.A. Educational Awards Prize 
Fund, it was decided at a special gen- 
eral meeting of my members that the 
Association make a contribution of £50 
towards this valuab!e activity It was 
recognized that not only does it obvi- 
ously promote wide interest, but it con- 
stitutes a very strong link between the 
building industry, educational! authori 
ties and students 


An article on Shopping Centres appears on pages 391-403 


Although the Medal Presentation is 
perhaps the outstanding event, the 
L.M.B.A. awards of merit offer an in- 
centive equally encouraging, and there 
course, many other successful 
achievements associated with the Edu- 
cational Awards Prize Fund. There- 
fore I have pleasure in asking you to 
accept the enclosed cheque as token of 
our interest in the scheme 


are, of 


Royal Sanitary Institute an 

that Sir Hugh Casson has 
accepted an invitation to preside over 
the Housing and Town Planning Sec 
uon of its annual Health Congress to be 
held at Bournemouth next April 


The 


nounces 


COMING EVENTS 


The Housing Centre Trust 


October 5, at 4.30 p.m Annual 
General Meeting Guest speaker, 
G. A. Atkinson, A.R.I.B.A., B.A 
Arch will talk on the present state 
of housing practice in British Colonial 
Territories At 13, Suffolk Street, 
Haymarket, S.W.1 


The Institution of Structural Engineers 

October 7, at 6 p.m. Presidential 
Address by Dr. S. B. Hamilton, at 11, 
Upper Belgrave Street, S.W.1 





The gable end of the East Elevation is shown top left; 
beside it is the South-West corner with the main 
entrance on the extreme right. The two small 
pictures on the right show the lounge fireplace and 
serving hatch with the view from the kitchen through 
the hatch beside it. Below left is South-East corner 
of the house and below, right, is the dining corner 
in the lounge. General contractor: John Hale. 


House 


at 


Hinckley 


architect JOHN POWELL, A.R.1.8.A, 


YRIVACY and aspect present partially conflicting elements in the planning 
of this house. Segregation of living from sleeping areas, shelter to both 
main and service entrances, and simplicity of design and structure help to form 
the resulting plan. A simple pergola leads through the main porch and a fully 
glazed unit of door and screen into the hall. The glazed screen adjoining the 
living room door helps to light the bedroom corridor and contains a radiator 
recess 
Gable and cross-walls support the main purlins. llin cavity and 9in cross 
walls are in brick with local rustic facings. The 18 deg. pitch roof is covered 
with three layers of felt on lin reinforced screed on 2in plain woodwool slabs 
Ihe sprocketed sweep of the eaves and the sprocketed verges project lft 3in 
with the woodwork slabs left exposed between the rafters and sprockets respec- 
tively. Copper flashings and drips are used throughout. Gutters and r.w.p.s 
ire blue enamelled bitumen bonded steel. The galvanized steel windows to the 
bedrooms have their external jarnbs and heads rendered to within 4in of the face 
of the walls. The living room and dining recess windows as well as the entrance 
and French doors are all specially designed in wood. Electric radiator recesses 
under all main windows are lined with asbestos and hardboard painted deep red 
Oak block flooring is used in the living room, hall and main bedroom, Marley 
chrome tiles in the remaining bedrooms, and cork tiles elsewhere. The fireplace 
surround and smaller sunken hearth have 6in x 6in black matt finish tiles with 
thin white joints. Dove grey, pale blue, and citroen yellow emulsion paint form 
the background decoration throughout. The external rendering is pale yellow 
obtained from the natural colour of a sharp aggregate, and the tarred plinth is 
black. The total cost is about £2,600 excluding the price of the land. 
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Shopping 


Centres 


The design of the smaller 


shopping centre in 


Britain to-day, by 


GERALD F. SHEARD 


Montpelier Avenue, Cheltenham 


UCCESSFUL shopping centres have a friendly, lively 

atmosphere that makes the business of changing money 
for goods a pleasant, even exciting social activity. The shop- 
ping centre should be its own advertisement. Light colour- 
ful buildings, bold lettering, striped blinds and an occasional 
poster are its trade marks, and these shopping 
architecture its character and appeal. 

People shop on foot. Even if they drive to the centre, 
they get out to walk from shop to shop. (Shopping from the 
car window is as yet a peculiarly American practice confined 
to banks and garages.) The pedestrian character of the 
shopping centre is one of its distinguishing features, whether 
it means merely an extra-wide pavement or an 
pedestrian precinct. 

The distinction between the character of the shopping 
centre and the domestic character of the rest of the 
neighbourhood should be emphasized for the sake of con- 
trast in the town design. Schemes of high flats call for low 
blocks of shops. Two-storey residential layout needs taller 
buildings in the centre—a shopping point block perhaps 
and confined space between the buildings to emphasize their 
scale. It is easier to get confinement, and subtle play of 
space and surprise as well, if the buildings are grouped 
round footways rather than round the streets : 
this 


give 


entire 


Venice proves 


. * * 


In the older suburbs of our towns the shops are dis- 


tributed in this way: there are local “corner” shops each 
supplying about 70 homes with their everyday commodities, 
and there are groups of shops, butchers, bakers, barbers, 
chemists, meeting the more specialized needs in the district 
The “corner” shop is convenient and it introduces some 
variety into the residential scene: the shopping centre 
provides a wider selection of goods and offers the benefit of 
competition between shopkeepers. 

This way of distributing the shops has been adopted in 
many new schemes on the Continent. Here, estate managers 
say that the small general shop does not provide a living 
This may be so, but often enough the corner shop is run by 
a housewife or a widow to supplement her pension, or by 
someone who just wants an interest in life. However, our 
usual present-day policy is to concentrate the neighbourhood 
shops into shopping centres 

Some neighbourhoods have one shopping centre; others 
have sub-centres. This depends on the size of the 
neighbourhood for each centre must be within easy walking 
distance of the houses it serves. If it takes more than ten 
minutes to reach the shops, local customers may find it 
more convenient to do all their shopping in the town centre 
where after all there is a better choice of goods 

The neighbourhood centre will be all the more popular if 
the family can shop there on their way between home and 
town, and so the shops are usually sited on the townward 
ide of the physical centre of the neighbourhood 
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Shopping Centres 


But it is the planner’s job to select the site, and then it is 
up to the estate manager to forecast if he can, just how many 
shops will be needed. If he cannot forecast this, for every 
new neighbourhood has its own peculiar conditions, the 
architect may have to design the centre so that it can be 
extended when the need arises, and in such a way that if the 
need does not arise, the smaller centre will appear complete. 


* * * 


A survey of the smaller shopping centres in Britain shows 

that there are three basic ways of grouping the shops 

1. round a square. 

2. in a terrace. 

3. as a pedestrian street. 
Many schemes combine these types to create interesting 
groups adjusted to the site, facing the sun, and meeting the 
needs of circulation. 

The pedestrian street is a shopping arcade like the 
Burlington on Piccadilly, but without a roof. This way of 
grouping shops concentrates the maximum number of dis- 
play windows, and the joy of it is that if you are on one side 
and sgmething in a window on the other side catches your 
eye, you do not have to cross a busy street to get there. 

The narrow shopping street is commonly found in climates 
where shade is at a premium. But in Britain the pedestrian 
way should be sited on a N.W.-S.E. axis to take advantage of 
sunshine, especially in the morning, for most trades will 
benefit if the shop gets the sun. It follows that the northern 
side of a street or square will be the most popular. For this 
and other reasons, particularly from the circulation point of 
view, it is unwise to plan shops on all four sides of a square: 
one or more sides must be left open or other buildings must 
be brought in to complete the enclosure. 


te 7 * 


Circulation is a prime factor in determining the form the 
centre will take—circulation of pedestrians, road traffic, and 
service vehicles. 

The main internal roads of the neighbourhood meet at 
the centre to give access to motorists, goods vehicles and 
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Shopping centre for Kimberworth Park Neighbourhood, 
Rotherham, illustrating contrast of scale emphasised 
by confined space in the pedestrian shopping way. See 


also pages 348-399. 


Shops by three-storey blocks of flats;at Leverkusen, Western Germany. A Continental variation on the 


‘corner shop.” 
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most important, the bus service—it is vital that people should 
be able to get the bus near the shops if the centre is to be 
a popular calling point on the way to and from town. 
The shops need not front onto the main road. If they do 
they should be set well back. It may be better to keep them 
off the road altogether, probably at right angles to it. There 
is nO reason to suppose that the business done in the neigh- 
bourhood shops is in any way related to the volume of traffic 
passing the shop fronts. But it is necessary to plan the 
centre so that it is recognizable from the road to attract the 
passer-by, and to provide space for parking for the few 
customers who come by car. 
The place for parking must be convenient for the 
motorist, somewhere close to the road and within easy reach 
of the shops, not in the service yard at the back. A car 
park can be set aside off the road but this usually involves 
crossing the pavement. Where the shops face the road a 
lay-by offers the simplest solution. 
A lay-by the full length of the shopping terrace gives 
space for just more than one car per shop. This is typical 
of most new neighbourhood shopping centres which meet 
to-day’s parking needs adequately. But what of to-morrow? 
Detroit’s Eastlake Plaza suburban retail centre allows twice 
the area for parking as for the shops themselves—and then 
some more on the main store roof! 
The delivery of goods to and from the shops and the 
removal of refuse must not interfere with the business of 
shopping. Service access at the back of the shops is 
common practice in Britain to-day. A service lane some 
fifteen feet wide giving access to the yards behind the shops 
is usually provided. The area at the back of the shops 
may be developed as a service yard where light industry, 
the bakery, laundry, garage, etc., find a site. This is the 
seamy side of the shopping centre and should be screened 
from the main thoroughfares for, even if it is tidily planned 
and kept clean, it will not contribute to the atmosphere Shopping street in the old town of Naples where shade 
that makes for pleasant shopping is at a premium. 
* 7 7 
In planning the circulation in the centre, pedestrian ways 
need first consideration because the shoppers, all 
pedestrians and women mostly, are exposed to the elements 


Butts Farm Estate. A. S. Knolles, Twickenham Borough Engineer, H. S. Gardiner, Assistant Borough Architect. A 
British variation of the ‘* corner shop.’ 
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and to traffic dangers and many are pushing prams into 
the bargain. Besides, the shopkeeper is deeply concerned 
about the pedestrians for, in his view, every one is a 
potential customer. He wants the shops and the pathways 
attractively planned so that people are readily tempted 
to pass from shop to shop. 

Pedestrian ways must maintain an easy flow through the 
centre close to the shops, and where they meet the road- 
ways, failing the luxuries of underpasses and bridges, the 
crossings must be few and direct. 

The shopping pavement must be easy going 
because of prams. Steep climbs to the centre are bad for 
trade: in fact people prefer to walk down to the shops 
and then go back uphill even with heavy baskets on 
the return journey. Slopes in the shopping pavement 
are disheartening anyhow: disheartening for the housewife 

pram brakes are not always in working order—and dis- 
heartening for the architect who has to break the levels 
of his shopping terrace with all the attendant problems 
at eaves and cill levels, and detailing the breaks in colon- 


no steps 
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nades and canopies. In every way it is better to plan shops 
along the contours, not against them. 

The shopping precinct which gives access to pedestrians 
only has many advantages: it is safe; it is conducive to 
easy and leisurely shopping and therefore a pleasant place 
for meeting other people who appreciate the difference 
between “neighbourhood” and “suburb”; and it is well 
suited to children who inevitably make the shopping centre 
their own special playground. 

The success of the precinct will depend on (1) enough 
shops to justify the pedestrian zone, and (2) a constant 
flow of pedestrians—this means planning round a route 
which is convenient and popular at all times of day for 
people on foot, going to work, to school, and to the town 
centre. If the precinct is to function as the pedestrian 
centre it must be the nodal point of a network of paths 
through the neighbourhood, paths through open park or 
threading through groups of houses, taking a shorter and 
pleasanter way than the road. 

* * * 

To return to the centre: every shop has its own character 
and its own degree of urgency. Compare the fishmonger’s 
with its wide, open front and clean, bright slabs, with 


Shopping centre in the 
Ashburton Estate, Putney 
under construction for the 
London County Council. 
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the barber’s long, narrow shop and little need of display. 
Compare the tobacconist who relies on the frequent, half- 
minute customer, with the furniture salesman who rejoices 
in the occasional caller and detains him for half an hour. 

This character distinction between shops should be the 
basis for their grouping once the gereral form of the centre 
has been decided. But unfortunately the architect rarely 
knows to what trade each individual shop will be put until 
the design is well under way, and so the best he can do 
is to design a number of standard shops which the shop- 
keeper can adapt to his very unstandard needs. 

Most of the shops in the centre will be the standard 
type, but there may well be a place for one or two 
“specials”—a cobbler’s shop, for instance, or a kiosk for 
the newsagent, or a café. The special shop has an indi- 
viduality which to the tradesman means publicity, and so 
there should be no difficulty in finding a tenant, even the 
wrong tenant. What does it matter if the greengrocer takes 
over the café and the kiosk goes to the cobbler, so long as 
the novelty of the special shop can be put to architectural 
account? 


The standard shop like a ready-made suit, must be adapt- 


able, fitting any particular shopkeeper’s purpose with little 


395 
alteration. But some trades have special needs which affect 
the structure of the shop—the ceiling of the butcher’s shop 
may need strengthening to take the weight of hanging meat; 
the fried fish shop may need an extra flue—and so the sooner 
the shopkeeper can be consulted the better 

The shopping terrace consists of a series of bays from 
15 to 20 feet wide and some 25 or more feet deep, At the 
back of the shop there is a covered store for say 15 feet 
and then a yard behind that. In all the shop takes up some 
70 feet in depth. Extra storage can be gained on the first 
floor or in a semi-basement if the site permits. The in- 
coming shopkeeper may want to take over one, two or more 
bays of the terrace. 

For the sake of economy flats and maisonettes are often 
built on top of shops. In one of the new towns maisonettes 
built in this way cost as little as £1,250 gross 

Some shopkeepers may want to live over the shops and 
access to the upper floors can be arranged internally. This 
raises a problem when another shopkeeper moves in and 
wants to live elsewhere, and so the internal staircase is often 
omitted and the shopkeeper gets to his flat or maisonette 
by the common access 


The approach to the maisonettes should be placed cleat 


The market square, Lansbury, has the lively atmosphere that makes the business of changing money for goods a pleasant, 


even exciting social activity 
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of the shop fronts. Most shopping terraces which have 
dwellings above have balcony access served by staircase or 
1:10 ramp for prams at the ends of the terrace away from 
the shopping concourse. Orientation will determine whether 
the balcony goes at the front or back of the terrace. Since 
shops are best planned facing south, the balcony is usually 
at the rear. A typical section shows how the access walk 
can be arranged on top of the shop stores and at some 
distance from the dwellings to leave a paved terrace for 
drying and also to avoid windows being overlooked 


This sort of plan presents no special constructional prob- 
lems. Load-bearing party walls to the shops with an R.C. 
slab above can support one storey of maisonettes but where 
a shopkeeper takes over more than one bay of the terrace, 
special provision will have to be made, The walls between 
the maisonettes sit on the party walls of the shops: this 
seems to call for complete cross-wall construction with party 
walls expressed on elevation and light-weight filling between 
The problem is to find a suitable light-weight material which 
weathers well and is cheaper than brickwork. 

About the shop front: some architects build to a standard 
design to maintain uniformity, some allow the shopkeeper 
to instal his own front and fascia, and others merely insist 
on standard lettering. It is common practice to-day to 
build piers at the front of the party walls and then to allow 
the shopkeeper to fill the void as he wishes—this gives scope 
for individual display, and the varied fronts brighten the 
general scene—but always reserving the architect’s right to 
design the fronts at critical parts of the centre where com- 
mercialism would sully the effect. 

The shopkeeper should be encouraged to have plenty of 
illumination in his display with spot-lights on his shop win- 
dow and neon signs above, so that the centre is as lively by 
night as by day. 

Colonnades, besides giving shade and shelter, can help 
to tie-in the individual fronts and so present a more orderly 
facade, But they will be unpopular with the shopkeeper 
if they obstruct his window or cast it too deeply into shadow, 
For this reason projecting canopies, cantilevered or on light 
columns, are often favoured. They can be glazed or lowered 
to permit clerestory lighting to the display windows; they 
can also be used as balconies on the sunny side of the flats 
or maisonettes above. Nevertheless, most architects prefer 
the recessed colonnade because it lends itself to clearer and 
simpler design and it avoids some of the tricky detail prob- 
lems which accompany the projecting canopy. 

At the back of the shop there is a small cloakroom and 
lavatory for the staff; and behind that, a yard. The yard is 
essential; the British shopkeeper needs a place he can litter 
without being a public nuisance, and where he can burn 
rubbish to avoid paying the authority to move it. Not so 
the Swedish shopkeeper—he is content with basement stor- 
age and so the backs of the shops are presentable enough to 
face on to a main road, But the yard has this advantage: 
it gives space for rearward expansion—the sort of flexibility 
that is needed in the planning of shops. 

The yard must be screened from view. Garages may be 
built into the screen walls but enough space must be left 
for the goods van to back right up to the store. Otherwise 
the delivery man will use the front—impossible, of course, 
in the precinct—and the main object, to get delivery clear 
% the shopping, will have failed. 

A good shopping centre is like a good hostess—attractive, 
lighthearted, welcoming—whose first consideration is the 
comfort and convenience of her guests, the customers. Such 
a centre where it is easy and pleasant to shop, will be 
popular, and the shopkeeper will be prosperous, and the 
architect’s job will be well done 


The *‘ special’’ shop at West Green 


Neighbourhood 
Centre, Crawley New Town. 


Poynders Road Estate, L.C.C. This convex shape has a 
complete lack of enclosure and minimises the visual 
contact from shop to shop. 


Lansbury. Colonnades, besides giving shade and shelter, 
can help to tie-in the individual parts. 
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Example No. |. 


The new neighbourhood unit at Mackworth, about two 
miles from the centre of Derby, will soon be complete with 
a population of 10,000. 55 shop units are needed: | 4 of them 
are to be dispersed in small groups throughout the neigh- 
bourhood; the rest will form the main shopping centre. 

The site chosen for the new centre is on the townward 
side of the centre of the neighbourhood. On plan the site 
is a semi-oval bounded by Mornington Crescent and Prince 
Charles Avenue which is the main bus route. The natural 
ground level falls away from the Avenue to the S.E. and 
there is a sharp fall at the N.-E. corner of the site. 


Solution 


Mackworth Estate Shopping Centre has been planned 
on an axis running S.E. from Prince Charles Avenue. A 
pedestrian way with nine shops on either side has been 
designed on the axis to give a direct approach to the centre 
for those living in the south and east parts of the neigh- 
bourhood. The pedestrian way, 56 feet wide, will lead under 
a colonnade to the main shopping terrace which is to be 
set back some 50 feet from Prince Charles Avenue. The 
sharp fall at the N.-E. corner of the site will be adapted to 
take an extra five shops (two of these will be two-storey 
shops) at the lower ground level. There will be an easy- 
going ramp to the normal pavement level besides a public 
stairway. 

The pavement throughout the centre will be uninter- 
rupted by steps and all the shops will be approached 


Proposed Shopping Centre, 
East, 


Thos. W. 


Pedestrian 


MACKWORTH 
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way and roadside terrace combined 


ESTATE, DERBY 


under the cover of colonnades. There will be a free- 
standing staircase under the five-bay colonnade which 
will link the two parts of the scheme. This staircase will 
serve a suite of three lettable offices on the first floor. 

A parking lane off Prince Charles Avenue in front of the 
main terrace will extend for 300 feet and there will be 
another small car-park at the far end of the pedestrian way 

All the shops are to have rear service access from two 
yards approached from Mornington Crescent. The yards 
will be enclosed by garages and a repair workshop. 


Accommodation 


The standard single shop unit is designed with a selling 
space 26 by 1/8 feet with a rest room, toilet, stock room 
and yard behind totalling 64 feet from front to rear of the 
lot. 

Living accommodation, mostly maisonettes, will be 
provided over all the shops. Public staircases and walkways 
over the shops will give access to the dwellings, but in 
addition each maisonette will have its own stair down to a 
store and fuel bunker at ground level. Besides this, each 
maisonette will have a pram store in the main staircase 
lobby and extra stores will be available for tenants’ motor 
cycles. 

Each of the three offices at first-floor level will have its 
own toilet and waiting room with a private door from the 
access balcony. There will be bed-sitting accommodation 
above, which may be let with the offices or separately. 


Mackworth Estate, 
Borough Architect, 


Derby 


F.R.1.B.A., Derby 
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Example No. 2. The enclosed square 


KIMBERWORTH PARK NEIGH 


Kimberworth Park Neighbourhood Unit falls naturally 
into two sections, divided by a wooded valley on which 
there will be no building. Of the 2,000 or so dwellings 
which comprise the southern section of the neighbourhood, 
some 600 are complete and there is the need for a local 
shopping centre. This will be in addition to the neighbour- 
hood centre which is to be built on the far side of the valley. 


A church with ancillary rooms, an estate office, public 
conveniences, and a social room are to be provided and 
grouped with the shops to form a complete centre for the 
southern section. 


The site chosen for the centre is roughly 270 feet square 
bounded by Kimberworth Park Road on the S.W. and falling 
some |2 feet to the N.E. A bus terminus will serve the 
centre at its eastern corner on Ox Close Avenue. 


Solution 


The Centre is to be built in the form of a square. The 
church will be raised on a terrace on the S.-E. side to 
become a focal feature at the top of Ox Close Avenue: 
it will have its own approaches, one from Kimberworth 
Park Road onto the terrace, and another, the main approach, 
stepping up from the Avenue between a tower and a single- 
storey building which will house the estate office, the 
conveniences and the social room. 


The shops will be sited on the N.-E. and N.-W. sides of 
the square, to face the sun. The pedestrian way in front 
of the shops will be a short-cut to the bus terminus from 
Kimberworth Park Road and the residential area beyond. 
At the corner where the two shopping terraces meet there 
is to be a covered way for pedestrians living north of the 
centre. 


The Shops 


The shopping terrace on the N.E. will have eight /6ft 
bays with stores and yards behind. This is to be a three- 
storey terrace with flats and maisonettes over the shops. 





iHHHHY 
ATRSATAPE 
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BOURHOOD, ROTHERHAM 


ie] 


Two aerial views of a model made in the Borough Engineers 
Department to the scale: one inch represents eight feet. 


On the N.-W. side of the square there will be a terrace of 
six double-fronted shops with one storey of flats above. Each 
shop has been planned so that it can be divided into two 
small shops if the need arises. The slope on this side of the 
square calls for stepping the terrace. The shops will be 
grouped in pairs: at each step of about three feet the upper 
pair will be set forward so that its flank wall will contain 
the projecting eaves of the lower block. This makes for a 
neater appearance and simplifies the detailed construction. 


There will be a parking lay-by for nine cars at the lower 
end of the pedestrian way off Ox Close Avenue, and at the 
upper end there will be provision for kerb-side parking on 
Kimberworth Park Road. 


A service road runs behind the shops. Here at the back 


there will be a service yard with lock-up garages all 
screened from the main roads. 


G. RAVEN, A.R.1.8.A. Deputy Borough 


Architect in the Department of the Borough 


Engineer, E. J. MANSON, 8.€ng., A.M.I.C.€. 





KEY TO THE LAYOUT PLAN 


Pedestrian routes are shown with the 
dotted line, road traffic and parking 
space is indicated by the dashed line and 


the route taken by service vehicles is 














shown by a dash and three dots. 
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Dwellings 


Enclosed staircases at the ends of the three-storey 
terrace will give access to a walkway on top of the shop 
stores to serve the seven two-bedroom maisonettes and two 
flats. One staircase will be approached from the Avenue, 
and the other from the service yard through a group of 
stores for the use of the tenants. 

The six one-bedroom flats over the smaller shops are to 
be grouped in pairs, each with its own entrance from the 
shopping way. There will be another way in from the service 
road at the rear through a small yard with stores. 


Construction 


The shops in the three-storey terrace will be of frame 


The end of the shopping terrace at Northgate Neighbour- 
hood, Crawley New Town. 


The open staircase serves 
The 
open stair with its wrought-iron balustrade introduces an 
interesting motive in the design, but in snowy weather 
the alternative covered stair or a ramp for prams will be 
needed. 


an access balcony at the back of the maisonettes. 


The screen wall hides the shop yards and 
terminates on a ‘special shop,’’ in this case a cobblers, 
which is proving very popular. H. S. Howgrave-Graham, 
Chief Architect, Crawley Development Corporation, A. G. 


Sheppard-Fidler, former Chief Architect. 


construction supporting traditional building above. 

Both terraces will have monopitch roofs for the sake of 
extra height on the front and to avoid fall pipes on the 
facades to the square. Piers and flank walls are to be in 
dark brickwork with light brickwork filling the panels 
between. 

The terraces will be constructed as two separate blocks 
butting against each other at the corner. This is a precau- 
tion against subsidence in this part of Rotherham 

It is proposed to allow the tenants in the three-storey 
terrace to install their own shop fronts and fascias between 
the constructional piers, but the fronts to the smaller shops 
will be in vertical hardwood boards with timber frames, 
designed by the architect 
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HEATH, 


Example 
KINGS 


Open Square, 


The new neighbourhood of Kings Heath is about two 
miles from the centre of Northampton and most of its 
1,300 dwellings are complete. The heart of the neighbour- 
hood has been opened up to form a central park where a 
primary school has already been built and there are sites 
for nursery schools, a community centre and a church. 

The site for the shopping centre is on the main axis 
of the neighbourhood, on the townward side of the central 
park. The bus route loops round the park and passes 
close to the shops on the S.-E. side of the centre. There is 
a gentle rise in the natural ground level from the main 
road towards the park on the N.W. 

Solution 


The shopping centre, together with the park, has been 
planned as a pedestrian zone of some seven acres. Foot- 
paths across the park converge on the shopping centre: 
this gives people the opportunity of meeting neighbours 
in the park, and in the centre, on their way to town. The 
result is a popular and a pleasant shopping centre which 
caters admirably both for people on foot, and on wheel. 

As few as 16 shops are proving adequate to meet the 
needs of the neighbourhood because the town centre is 
only two miles away. The shops, with maisonettes and 
flats above, are built on two sides of a paved square which 
is open to the S.E. where the buses pass; on the N.-W. side 
the shopping terraces return into the square to give a 
narrower vista across the park. Steps and ramps give 
access to the raised level of the shopping square from the 
main road. 

All the shops have projecting canopies on the sides 
facing the square. These have proved popular with the 
shoppers and with the maisonette dwellers who use them 
as balconies. Shopkeepers appreciate them too. The 
tenants of the only shops without canopies, those facing 
the main road, have already complained of excessive 
direct sunlight. This will be remedied by sunblinds, 
but it goes to show that the shopper is not alone in praising 
the sheltered shop front. 

The Shops 


The standard shop has a frontage of 18 feet and from 
the front of the shop to the back of the yard is 70 feet. 
All the shops have service access at the rear and vehicles 
can be driven into the shop yards and backed up to the 
double doors of the stores. 

The shops on the S.-W. side of the square have basement 
storage in addition to the ground floor stores and the trades 
selected for this side are those which require the extra 
storage. 

Dwellings 


The maisonettes and flats are served by access paths 
over the stores of the shops and connect with ground level 
at each end by means of ramps having an average gradient 
of | in 10. 

The position of the staircases in the maisonettes is such 
that they can be extended downward directly into the 
shop for shopkeepers who want combined living accom- 
modation. 

Construction 


Construction is of load-bearing brickwork with R.C. 
columns, floors and canopies. Exposed concrete is finished 
with reconstructed stone to match the pre-cast work. 
The roofs to the maisonettes and flats are covered with 
clay pantiles. The shop fronts are of aluminium. 
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NORTHAMPTON 


The North-East side 


JN. L. WOMERSLEY, A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.1 


former Borough Architect 


B. BUNCH, A.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.1., 


Borough Architect 


The concrete canopies have built-in pavement lights to 
avoid darkening the shop windows. 
The trades have been distributed in the centre in this 
way :—- 
South-West side of the Square. 
Building Society office. 
lronmonger and Hardware. 
Wet Fish. 
Butcher. 
Grocer. 
Greengrocer and Fruiterer. 
Butcher and Wet Fish. 
. Grocer and Confectioner. 
orth-East side of the Square. 
Post Office, Stationer, etc. 
Cycle and Radio Agent and Repairer. 
Hairdresser—Ladies and Gents. 
Ladies’ and Children’s Outfitter. 
Chemist. 
Newsagent and Tobacconist. 
Shoe Retailer and Repairer. 
Café and Confectioner. 


WNAWAWN-ZONAMAWN> 
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King’s Heath Estate with the Shopping Centre in the middle 


View from the open side on the South-East 
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No. 4. The 
BROADWALK, 


Example 


THE 


pedestrian way 


Problem 


The architects faced the problem of providing a link 
between the old town centre on the High Street of Crawley, 
and the New Town Centre now being planned. This will 
involve a change in scale from the typical small town 
High Street to the proposed new centre with its spacious 
"" piazza *’ enclosed by four-storey buildings. 

Solution 


The link takes the form of a 30ft. wide promenade lined 
with shops. At the High Street end where a row of cottages 
were demolished for the scheme, single-storey shops 
join the main shopping terraces to two existing public 
houses which stand in either side of the approach. The 
first shop on the south side is circular on plan: the rest 
of the single-storey shops form two short terraces which 
converge towards the pedestrian way and enclose a paved 
area. Here is a lay-by for seven cars just off the High 
Street. 

At the east end of the ‘* Broadwalk,’’ as one approaches 
the site for the new centre, there is a single-storey bridge 
supported on columns spanning the pedestrian way at 
first-floor level. The bridge seals the vista of the ‘‘ Broad- 
walk’’ and helps to give extra confinement before one 
enters the new *‘ piazza."’ Although the bridge was in- 
tended for a restaurant—-for its windows will offer fine 
views—it may well be put to some other use. 

There are nine shops on each side of the ‘* Broadwalk."’ 
The standard shop has a frontage of 20 feet and a selling 
space 48 feet deep. On the south side the shops have 
stockrooms on the first floor and flats above: on the north 
side there are maisonettes over the shops. 

Both flats and maisonettes have access balconies on their 
northern sides. This means that the upper part of the 
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CRAWLEY 


terrace on the south is set back to give space for the 
balcony and also to ensure reasonable light and air between 
the terraces. 
Materials 


External walls are mostly of brickwork with dark and 
light facings and also ebonies with soot mortar joints. 
Concrete floor slabs are constructed with pre-stressed 
hollow-tile planks. The columns are painted with stone 
paint, and the roofs are covered with felt. 

Pavements are to be faced with concrete slabs with 
an exposed granite aggregate, some red and some black 
to pick out the floor patterns which are an important feature 
in the design. 

Special wall bracket lamps have been designed. 

This £130,000 scheme for Crawley New Town is now 
well on its way to completion. Shopkeepers have shown 
no hesitancy to take shops in the precinct for, as a link 
between the two parts of the town centre, the convenience 
and therefore the popularity of the ‘‘ Broadwalk’’ is 
assured: it augurs well for the New Town Centre. 


H. S. HOWGRAVE-GRAHAM, A.R.1.B.A., 
Chief Architect, Crawley Development Corporation 
A. G. SHEPPARD-FIDLER, F.R.1.B.A., A.M.T.P.I., 


Former Chief 


A.M.T.P.1. 


Architect 
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Example No. 5. Extending the shopping centre 
BENNETTS GATE, HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 


Problem 


It is expected that a lot of custom from the 8,750 people 
in Bennetts End neighbourhood will be drawn to the new 
town centre which is being planned nearby. Therefore it was 
decided to build only 14 shops at first but to plan for an 
extension of the neighbourhood shops if the need for 
them arose. 

The 14 shops, together with a church, a public house 
and other community buildings, form the core of the 
neighbourhood which is planned round a square. The 
site for the shops is on the northern side of the square, 
and falls some | 2 feet to the S.E. 


Solution 


The first stage of the shopping centre is now complete 
and encloses the neighbourhood square on its N.W. and 
N.E. sides. There is a terrace of ten shops facing S.E. 
with a short terrace at right angles containing three shops 
and a café. 

There are maisonettes over all the shops; these are 
served by a ramp to the first floor balcony at the back. 
Here behind the shops is a yard for service industry and 
workshops, completely screened from the roads. 

There is a lay-by in front of the shopping pavement, 
which is served by a drive off the main road through the 
neighbourhood square. 

The main terrace has a set-back colonnade in front of 
the shops. The R.C. columns are faced with pre-cast 
slab, and above the load-bearing brick structure is ren- 
dered with tyrolean finish. The roofs are finished with 
concrete tiles. 











The Extension 


The basic problem in the Bennetts Gate shopping centre 
was to design for a future extension of the shops. This 
meant that (1) the first stage shops had to appear complete 
in themselves if no more shops were required, and (2) the 
extension, if needed, had to form an integral part of the 
square. 
gh be bey cic thal IM teeth to ’ Clearly the first condition has been met. There is no 
eyesore empty plot labelled ‘* site for future shops '’; 
Chief Architect, Hemel Hempstead this is particularly important because the shops serve to 

enclose the square. The existing shops can and do function 
Development Corporation 3 6 unit. 

Now that it has been decided to build the extension, 
the second condition is to be met in this way: the link 
between the two existing rows of shops has been left open 
at ground level only, to give access to a pavement in front 
of the new shops. These will be eight in number and will 
continue the line of the main existing terrace. Building 
work can take place on the new extension without interrupt- 
ing trade in the shops already built. 

There will be maisonettes over the shops in the extension; 
they will be linked to the existing access balcony by a 
bridge. 

Shoppers from the northern part of the neighbourhood 
will have a short cut to the centre along the new shopping 
concourse ; they will not have to negotiate the sloping 
and circuitous roadway to the centre. 

It is expected that the paved area in front of the extension 
will be enclosed by single-storey buildings. These buildings 
and the new shops will be designed to a smaller scale than 
the rest to maintain the pedestrian character of the en- 

Model from the South closure as a contrast to the neighbourhood square. 


in conjunction with H. K. ABLETT, 





The Bolt. a 


House 


at Salcombe, 


architects: WwW. HATTRELL & 


HEN the property was purchased it consisted 
W of a two-storey stone-built cottage and a brick- 
work addition, used as a café before the war. The 
building was requisitioned during the war and a concrete 
gun-emplacement was built to the east of the house. 

When the property was purchased it was in poor 
condition, but the present owner was attracted by the 
magnificent site. The property is situated at Bolt Head, 
Salcombe, South Devon, and stands on a_ headland 
commanding a prospect up the estuary to the north, 
across the estuary to the east, and out to sea to the south. 

The ground slopes steeply up to the road to the west 
of the house, and the garden extends to the edge of the 
cliff to the east, where the ground falls away 30 or 40 feet 
to a secluded horse-shoe-shaped sand beach known as 
Splat Cove. 

In order to take full advantage of the view to the 
east and south, the building was extended in the manner 


View from the lower terrace 


South 


PARTNERS, 
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Deron 


F/A.R.1.B.A. 


shown on the plan; the original cottage is outlined in 
black and extensions are shown hatched. From both the 
lounge and the dining room, which are provided 
with large, sliding, teak windows on the east and south 
walls, a view through 180 can be obtained from within 
the building. 

The intention was to provide a week-end and holiday 
house for up to eight persons. This was done by providing 
four double bedrooms and two bathrooms. The kitchen 
is separated from the dining room by a full-height 
mahogany fitting forming a sideboard and carving space 
on the dining-room side. The double swing doors between 
the kitchen and the dining room are glazed with broad 
reeded glass. 

The lounge was designed primarily as a fine-weather 
room, although a fireplace flanked by cupboards has been 
incorporated. 

The snug, with its local-stone fireplace running the 
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Original house 


whole length of the west wall, was designed as a retreat 
for cooler evenings. The first-floor portion of the original 
stone cottage has been converted into a staff flat. 

Extensive levelling work was carried out to the west 
of the house to form a car park at road level. A terrace 
to the east of the building was levelled and paved with 
crazy paving. A path was formed to the gun emplace- 
ment, the top of which has been laid out with crazy paving 
and flower beds and the interior of which has been con- 
verted to form a garden shelter with provision for showers 
after bathing. 

A series of steps was formed down the cliff to the 
north of the building to give access to a private landing- 
stage which was constructed in stepped form so that it 
could be used at any state of the tide. 


Finishes and Fittings 


The windows, fascia boards, etc., on the exterior of 


Original verandah 


the building are in teak, and the whole of the external 
walls have been rendered and painted with mist green 
emulsion paint. 

The existing tiled roof was retained with felt-covered 
flat roofs over the new extensions to the lounge, the 
verandah and the dining room. 

Each of the bedrooms was furnished with two divan 
beds, built-in panelling and shelves, two fitted wardrobes, 
a dressing-table with triple mirror, a washbasin and an 
angle cupboard, the door of which is fitted with a shaving 
mirror on the inside which, when the door is opened, 
swings into position over the lavatory basin. A plug 
socket is adjacent for electric razor 

The kitchen has been fitted with “‘ English Rose ” 
kitchen units in cream with red formica tops; the Korkoid 
floor is to match. The bathrooms have a Korkoid floor 


and coloured, glazed, wall tiling, and the sanitary fittings 
are in coloured ware. 


In the bathroom at the west end 


Terrace view from the South-West 





406 


of the house, a drying cupboard has 
been formed with tubular electric 
heaters for drying bathing costumes. 


The flooring in the lounge, snug, 
dining room and corridors is oak 
strip and the bedrooms have fitted 
carpets. 

Hot water is supplied to the two 
bathrooms, the kitchen, the lavatory 
basins in each bedroom from two 
large, insulated, electric storage cylin- 
ders, situated in the linen cupboard. 


In addition to the Baxi fires 
installed in the lounge and _ the 
snug, the house is heated throughout 
by electricity. In the toilet by the 
front entrance and in the drying 
cupboard in the bathroom, tubular 
heaters are provided, and thermos- 
tatically controlled tubular heaters 
are also provided under the window 
seats in the lounge and dining room. 
The bedrooms are _ heated by 
portable, thermostatically controlled 
Thermo-vent heaters. 

Along the south-east and east 
walls of the lounge, across the 


verandah and along the east wall of 
the dining room, runs a series of 


ceiling porthole lights. The remain- 


der of the lighting in the lounge is by 
standard lamps, and in each of the 
bedrooms an adjustable light is 
provided at the head of the bed, 
with bracket lights over the dressing- 


table and the lavatory basin. 
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‘eTbe Belt’’ 


Salcombe 


1&2. Two views of the lounge. 


One of the bedrooms. 


Prawl Point and the open sea from 
the lounge. 


Kitchen and dining room. 


Lounge fireplace. Coloured motifs 
in off-white background. Wood- 
work teak. 
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General Contractor 


Brodie Bros 


Baths 
Allied Ironfounders Ltd 
Built-in Furniture, Furnishing 
and Interior Decorations 
Chippendale Workshops, Ltd 
Door Furniture 
James Gibbons, Ltd 
Doors 
Gliksten Doors, Ltd 


Electncal Installation 
South Western Electricity Board 


Kitchen Fitments 
C.S.A. Industries, Ltd 


FLOOR Korkoid Floors 
Korkoid Decorative Floors 


Sanitary Fittings 
Shanks & Co., Lid 


Teak Windows 
Esavian, Ltd 
Wall Tiling 
Coventry Tile Co., Ltd 


GROUND FLOOR rs ’ "" strip flooring 


W. Brooke & Co., Ltd 
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New Branch of The National Provincial Bank 
12, Margaret Street, 


HESE premises were acquired for the Bank in 1952, aRCHITECT AND ASSISTANT ARCHITECT 
and consisted of a shop having a ground floor and 


basement and occupying a corner site in a large office block. Bg. C, SHERREN, F.R1.8.A.. and F. N. JAMES 
The shop front elevation was in Great Tichfield Street, the 
other elevation being separated from the pavement by an Assistant-in-charge K. A. DRYBURGH, 
area. Steps led up to the ground floor, being approxi- 
mately 3ft 6in above pavement level. 
The general requirements were that the Bank should be 
planned to accommodate the maximum number of staff, 
a strong room and toilet accommodation provided for 
mixed staff; this to be done without affecting materially 
the external structure of the block as a whole. With this 
in view the main Bank elevation was formed in Great Tich- 
field Street, within the confines of the existing shop front 
opening, and the Margaret Street elevation retained. 
The raised ground floor level dictated the general form 
of the design. The existing stone surround to the shop 
opening was in a very poor condition and in consequence 
this elevation was clad in Nabresina Marble. 
The restricted headroom within the ground floor 
premises and the necessity of running exposed conduit on 
the existing ceiling led to a shallow, false ceiling being 
formed, consisting of regular sized perforated hardboard 
panels with a pattern of semi-flush spotlights inset; wall 
brackets completed the general illumination scheme. 
Electrical wall panel heating is used for the general 
heating of the premises as the existing heating system is 
overloaded. 
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| -e “consulti 
public space ‘room 


Limited 
London, W.Il. 


10 THE SANK: 


A.R.1.B.A. 


Finishes: Externally 


Main Bank elevation clad in Nabresina Marble:—back- 
ground panel for the coat of arms in Issogne green marble. 
Steps and Forecourt: Terrazzo. Entrance Doors: Mahogany 
with vertical strip of B.M.A. inset. Fascia Letters: Sheet 
bronze B.M.A. with blue fluorescent tubes inset for night 
illumination. Interior: Ground Floor Walls: Public Space 
and Consulting Room wallpapered—remainder of walls 
painted. Ceiling: False ceiling painted white with dark 





boiler house 


BASEMENT PLAN 


red sprayed light fittings. Entrance Lobby Ceiling: Yellow 
Flooring: Ruboleum—Colour: Dark blue, light blue, and 
beige to Architect’s design 

Furniture and Fittings 


Bank Office furniture and fittings were designed specially 
for this particular branch. Counter front and radiator 
panel decorative treatment was obtained by laying a 
mahogany veneer over a sycamore panel, routing out the 
pattern exposing the sycamore beneath 





age 
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Another recent branch at Knowle, Warwick 


NATIONAL PROVINCIAL 
BANK, 12, MARGARET 
STJREET, LONDON, W./I! 


General Contractors: Messrs. 
Trollope & Sons (London), Ltd. 


Sub-Contractors : 


Asphalter Limmer and Trinidad Lake 
Asphalte Co., Ltd 


Stone Facing and Marbie: Anselm Odling & 
Sons, Ltd 


Strong Room—Strong Room Door: Chubb & 
Son's Lock & Safe Co., Ltd 


Electrical Suppliers: London Electrical Co 
Electrical Contractors: Thorpe & Thorpe, Ltd 
Sanitary Fittings: John Bolding & Sons, Ltd 
Glass Lens Panel: Luxfer, Ltd 

Public Space Flooring: B. Holden & Co., Ltd 


Metal Work—Coa of Arms: F I Stone 
Wootton 


Glass Window Screen: John M. Newton & 
Sons, Ltd 


Cashier's Slopes: John Hall & Sons, Ltd 


Bank Fascia Lettering and Fluorescent Signs 
Franco British Electrical Co., Ltd 


Heating: Richard Crittall & Co., Ltd 

irmour Plate Door: Pilkington Bros Ltd 
Furniture and Carpet: Waring & Gillow, Ltd 
Venetian Blinds: Tidmarsh & Sons 

Bank Office Fittings: General Contractors 


Terrazzo: The Camden Tile and Mosaic Co 
Ltd 


Below : Writing table, Margaret Street Branch 
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FINE BUILDINGS: :: : 


Everywhere these days you can see really fine 





buildings—attractively designed and really well- Free Assistance available 


Ss E R Vv l S E on any Stile 





built. Such a building is illustrated below—The 





new Boarding House, Nautical College, 





>. » 7 
Pangbourne. We take off quantities 


,ESTIMATI NG and are completely re- 
Architect: John Grey & Partners, F/L.R.1.B.A., sponsible for seeing that 


wrect goods arrive on 
TC ce y 
ondo A om 2 
Lond Ww. site at stated time 


Builders : Walden & Son (Henley) Ltd., 











Henley-on-Thames. 





Our transport covers the 


. and, of course, with FINLOCK DELIVER! ES British Isles with a 24- 
GUTTERS—chosen from the viewpoint of mor sarees 








efficiency, attractive appearance and economy. 
Modern Architects specify FINLOCK— 


there are so many reasons for doing so. 





nee” 


ar 2 See Cpaaae ~~ 











FINLOCK 


FINLOCK GUTTERS LIMITED 


Head Office: FINLOCK HOUSE, 25, FRANT ROAD, TUNBRIDGE WELLS, KENT 
Tunbridge Wells 3396-9 
WE DELIVER TO ALL PARTS OF ENGLAND, SCOTLAND, WALES AND N. IRELAND 
Works at: Crewkerne, Somerset; Leeds, Yorks; Edinburgh, Scotland; Cwmbran, S. Wales; Royston, Herts; Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent; Belfast, N. Ireland; Wakefield, Yorks 
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..eand this is what happens! 


In the Siemens laboratory at Preston a grout ot phy 


icistS are 


constantly occupied with complex phenomena associated with light and 


electricity. Call such work ‘scientific’ if you please. Nevertheless 


if 


it has a most prac tical value. It leads directly towards the creation of 


new and more efficient light sources and is thus the basis of the 


Siemens Service of Planned Lighting for industry and commerce. And 


Planned Lighting lighting which is ‘tailored’ to individual 
requirement pays, both in terms of output and worker-welfare. 
The Stemen Te ANtCal Ads: sory Service i at the di spe al of 


ewery ¢ m pany Cerking to obtain better 1PAling. 


Tavian ELECTRIC LAMPS & SUPPLIES LTD. 


:8/39, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON, E.C.4. 


One of the Stemens Brothers Group of Companies. 
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TRISEC Cold Rolled sections 


Imex Engineering, Ltd., are sole distributors of 
“ Trisec”” Cold Rolled triangular sections. These sections 
are made to a high degree of accuracy in 16 gauge metal 
and supplied in standard 20ft lengths. The half full size 
detail at the bottom of the page shows the sections with 
some of the specials used for joining, forming frames for 
panels, partitions, and so on. 

The ingenuity shown in the design of this section and 
its attendant fittings is made obvious by their apparent 
simplicity. While it has been intended that this system 
should be used for structures that have to be easily dis- 
mantled for maintenance or economic transportation, there 
are a great many other roles it can play. Concrete inserts, 
in lighting installations, display and exhibition stands, par- 
titioning, air conditioning equipment, insulation and so on. 
The sections are made in mild steel or aluminium and the 
steel may be galvanized. Used vertically and horizontally 
the pieces may be joined by patent connectors with or 
without the use of timber fillets; there is no necessity for 
welding. Four sections can be arranged vertically to 
form a pillar, either with the open side outwards to 
receive panel walls, etc., or to form a column which can 
receive ducting or a concrete filling. 

A complete list of the “ Trisec” special fittings, which 
includes angles, joggle plates, bolted and spring-loaded 
clips, angle brackets and channels, can be got, with the 
data on the load-bearing characteristics, from Tavistock 
House South, Tavistock Square, W.C.1, or 257-263, 
Eglington Street, Glasgow, C.5. Manufactured by Ayr- 
shire Dockyard Co., Ltd., of Irvine, the price is basically 
12s 6d per cu ft. 

















SOME APPLICATIONS OF TRISEC TRI- 
ANGULAR SECTIONS 


SPECIAL FITTINGS. 


witTtH SOME 


Scale half full size. 


FINLOCK Sprocket block 


The Finlock Sprocket block has come from the same 
design team that produced the now well-known gutter. In 
many ways it has similar characteristics. The material is 
the same compressed water-repellent all-fines concrete. Its 
use saves the length of roof timbers while providing a 
sealed eaves; all perishable parts of the roof structure are 
kept back under cover of the tiles. This sealing of the 
eaves also has the effect of improving insulation. Another 
similarity with the gutter block is the trough at the back 
which can be used for containing cast in situ lintels over 
window and door openings. 

The shape of the block is the result of the determination 
to use no more concrete than necessary. Every member, 
contour and projection has a significance. The illustration 
at the bottom of the page shows the block used with plain 
tiling; note the finish of the under-batten building paper 
in a groove supplied for that purpose. Another detail 


which can be seen on the larger detail is the drainage 
groove formed by making the width at the top of the 





block rather smaller than the base. Thus any seepage 
that might occur due to the flattened roof pitch has the 
opportunity of draining away every nine inches. 

There is a well-produced book which can be had from 
Finlock Gutters, Ltd., Finlock House, Frant Road, Tun- 
bridge Wells, Kent, which details the specials provided 
to complete the range and also gives an indication of the 
costs involved. The savings claimed in initial cost are 
modestly small, about 64d a foot run, the real worth comes 
out in the small amount of maintenance required to keep 
the eaves, and consequently the roof, in perfect order. 


FINLOCK SPROCKET BLOCK 
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Mousing for The Elderly 


MOST interesting and detailed 

report has reached me from the 
Housing Association of Metropolitan 
Boston, which the Association has 
prepared for The Massachusetts State 
Housing Board under the title of 
“Standards of Design—Housing for 
the Elderly.” Copies are available free 
of cost from the Housing Board. 

The authors express the hope that 
the Report will have some helpful 
influence in the development of both 
private and public housing for the 
relatively new special market made up 
of the one- and two-person households 
typical of three-quarters of the ageing. 
It is suggested that “This is the first 
time that standards of design have 
brought the sociological and physio- 
logical reasons for the standards 
directly into the text. This should 
permit thoughtful functional design. 
As far as we know they are also the 
first authoritative standards of design 
to be published in this country 
(U.S.A.) regarding non-institutional 
housing for the aged.” ‘This statement 
is interesting since it has lomg been a 
problem in the U.K. on which both 
official and private advice has fre- 
quently been given from which, inci- 
dently, the authors might have learnt, 
as no doubt we may from the Boston 
advice. The author is an architect 
aided by other architects, city planners, 
doctors and social workers. There are 
only 17 pages but these are packed 
with most helpful information and 
contain a number of “must” require- 
ments to accommodate the special 
needs of old people. In some respects 
the standards set are very high com- 
pared with practice in this country 
except in respect to floor areas which 
are relatively small. The equipment 
is of a high standard and plentiful in 
quantity. 

There are five parts to the Report. 
Part I states the problem and the law 
related to it. The essential part of the 
Act concerned is “it is declared that 
there is not, in certain parts of the 
Commonwealth (of Massachusetts), an 
adequate supply of decent, safe and 
sanitary housing for elderly persons of 
low income available for rents which 
such persons can afford . . . and that 
a public exigency exists which makes 
the provision of housing for elderly 
persons of low income a public neces- 
sity.” The Report points out that the 
group concerned is in fact older than 
90 per cent of the population, most of 
them are single, many of them are 
widowed and there are more women 
than men; the group is poorer than 
four-fifths of the population. Many 
live on small pensions, some do a little 
work on the side, and others are in 
need of public assistance; they cannot 
afford to pay more for rent and utilities 
than the allowance given them by the 
public for that purpose and in Massa- 
chusetts this sum is about 40 dollars 


per month. It is pointed out that 
many of these people are more or less 
lonely and the accommodation has to 
provide for degrees of infirmity but 
there is a tendency to cling evermore 
tenaciously to their old associations 
such as their pictures, their furniture, 
friends and habits. During the useful 
lives of these buildings every room will 
be called upon many times over to 
house not only the well but a variety 
of people with a greater variety of 
physical difficulties, thus projects must 
be designed for an entirely hypothetical 
and theoretical tenant who is, at one 
and at the same time, completely 
healthy and ridden by a variety of 
characteristic ailments. The greater 
proportion of the dwelling units will 
have to provide for single persons and 
a couple is the largest number likely 
for whom provision has to be made. 
It is suggested that the proportion of 
dwellings for single persons should be 
three to each one for couples. 

The second part of the Report is 
headed “Apartments” and relates to 
the relationship of the various portions 
of the accommodation. A long para- 
graph stresses the importance of 
privacy as a first requisite and investi- 
gation indicates that the need for 
privacy increases with age. It also 
stresses that old people are more prone 
to accidents due to physical frailty and 
physical handicaps. A paragraph is 
devoted to bed-bath relationships and 
safety, in which it says that statistics 
indicate that most falls occur in the 
bedroom between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m. 
The principal mechanical cause is lack 
of light, often combined with physical 
hazards or with a dizzy spell. Fatal 
falls are most often the result of the 
need to visit the bathroom or to get 
help. Such causes indicate a night 
light at every bed location is essential, 
and they suggest the need for a call- 
bell easily reached from the bed with 
which to summon help. It is suggested 
that such a bell need only ring in the 
next apartment although it is obviously 
better if it would ring at some point 
where able-bodied assistance is avail- 
able. It is suggested that it is impor- 
tant to plan the circulation between 
bed and bathroom so that it is straight, 
wide and free from obstructions. It 
is suggested that bed-making becomes 
increasingly difficult with age and in fact 
the elderly are not frequently strong 
enough to move their beds or do much 
more than straighten them out, thus 
beds must have a circulation around 
them of at least 18in on each side and 
at the foot. This space is also required 
for bed-tables used in the case of ill- 
ness and it is important to have space 
for a bed-side table. It is suggested 
that sleeping areas are kept to a mini- 
mum as if they are not they will usurp 
the areas better allocated to the living 
activities. The Report suggests the 
bed and its bed-table can be located 


in an alcove off the living area as such 
an arrangement saves an appreciable 
amount of valuable floor space. These 
bed alcoves must be large enough to 
allow for bed-making, cleaning, venti- 
lation and light and they must be cap- 
able of complete visual separation 
from the living area. It is also sug- 
gested that the bed should be so 
located that the occupant can see out 
of the window and be able to converse 
with a visitor in the living room. In 
apartments for two persons it is sug- 
gested that bedrooms must accommo- 
date twin beds as at least one of the 
occupants may be ill and needing care. 
It is suggested that it should be pos- 
sible to draw a curtain between the 
two beds and the space between them 
should be as wide as possible. Floor 
areas of 50 sq ft and 400 cu ft of space 
per person are suggested. 


Baths & w.c.s 


In discussing bathrooms, lavatories 
and water-closets the Report suggests 
that owing to the total amount of area 
available the bath should be located so 
as to be directly entered but it must 
not be obtrusive. The door should 
not, if possible, be visible from the 
living room. It is pointed out that the 
bathrooms may be “inside” rooms as 
the amount of use is < limited that 
it is possible to depend entirely on 
artificial light and also as windows 
present severe planning problems as 
they reduce wall space, cause cold 
draughts and are hard to reach and 
operate, and therefore mechanical venti- 
lation is advantageous. It is pointed out 
that feebleness characteristic of the 
elderly and a tendency to dizzy spells 
tend to make bathing difficult. Most 
occupants, particularly the female 
majority, dislike shower-baths. On the 
other hand a minority prefer them. It 
is thought that, with the increasing 
acceptance of showers generally over 
the longer life of these projects, the 
shower takers are likely to be in the 
majority. There is a recommendation 
for a tub and shower combination. 
The diagram accompanying this para- 
graph indicates that the tub-bath to be 
used is very small. It is of a type 
which includes a built-in seat, it is 
recommended that at least two Qin 
long grip-bars must be provided, the 
one for use when standing, getting in 
and out of the bath and the other to 
pull oneself out of or ease oneself 
down into the seat. As the elderly 
often have difficulties when bathing it 
is suggested that a bell call, operated 
by a non-metallic ceiling pull within 
easy reach of the tub, is essential. 

It is suggested that the water closet 
should be located next to the tub so 
that it serves as a seat when filling 
the tub or testing the water, thus the 
taps should be within reach. Again, 
a grip-rail is suggested for assisting 
the elderly when sitting down or 


[Continued on page 4/3 
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the place is Tull of steam... 











... The place is full of steam all day ”~—they 
told us at Cray Valley Paper Mills— and dries 
out again at night. We can’t have water dripping 
off the ceiling on to the machines.” The ceiling 
in other words, had to stand unlimited absorption 
and drying-out. [It also had to be fire-proof. and 
to last indefinitely. A clear case for * Asbestolux”’, 
in fact. Time, humidity, heat, cold. chemicals, 
fungi. none of them can affect “Asbestolux , a 
silica-bonded pure asbestos board, which is mad: 
without cement. As for fire-resistanee, a recent 
publi test showed * Asbestolux ” sheet standing 
up to a 1800 F flame for 13 days, 10 hours a 
day, without there being even the first sign of 


structural failure. 


THE CAPE ASBESTOS CO. LTD., 114-116 Park St., London W.1) Telephone: GRO 6022 
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inc Roofing 


« 


Congregational Church buildings, Knebworth. Architect: D. Adshead Grant, A.R.1.B.A 


The new buildings for the Congregational Church 
= at Knebworth are a good example of pitched zinc 
roofs, laid on the standard roll cap system. For a 
permanent building, zinc sheets should be not 
less than 14 Z.G., and the minimum pitch for a 
roof without drip is 1 in 8. 
From roof to foundation, zinc has vitally im- 
portant uses in contemporary building — for 
Detail of roll cap roof at eaves. gutters, pipes, weatherings, flashings and hoods. 
And there are now no restrictions on its use. 
Supplies are plentiful, and likely to remain so. 

The price of zinc has dropped considerably, 
and it is now one of the cheapest permanent 
materials. 

The Zinc Development Association is always 
prepared to give technical help to potential users. 
Publications, together with lists of stockists of all 
zinc building materials and of firms specialising 
in zinc work, are freely available. 


Think Zinc @) 


ZINC DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION 


Roof ventilator 


Intersection of two zinc roofs. LINCOLN HOUSE TURL STREET - OXFORD TELEPHONE: 48088 
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BUILDING WITH 


4, 
J 
—Z 


Straightforward connections 


No risks are taken with steelwork. Calculations—simplified by the consistent 
strength of steel for both compression and tension stresses—are straightforward; 
so are connections, which are planned for speedy erection. 


All the members are fabricated in well-equipped workshops, from steel ‘sections’ 
having known and accurately-maintained characteristics. 

When the connections are made, nothing is hidden, they are completely straight- 
forward. Erection is unaffected by the weather, and independent of other trades. 

Should the time come when a steel frame building has to be extended or altered, 


the straightforward nature of those self-same connections is of the greatest 
assistance. 


The structural steelwork industry is at your service, with experienced and well- 
equipped fabricators throughout the country. 


BRITISH CONSTRUCTIONAL STEELWORK ASSOCIATION 


ARTILLERY House, ARTILLERY ROW, WESTMINSTER, LONDON, S.W.1 


STEEI 


J 


STRENGTH 
Ssictunmity 
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“INSULIGHT” Double-Glazing Units 


for wide windows and warmth 





An “INSULIGHT™ Double-Glazing Unit keeps room snug inside yet wide 


open to the world. It comprises two panes of glass separated by a hermetically 


sealed ‘dry air’ cell. It cuts normal heat losses by up to 50 It eliminates 


condensation. It gives you a chance to turn the view outside intoa picture that 


can be enjoved in comfort all the year round. 
Write t ‘ for full details 


PikLKINGtToO BROTHERS i wetrEé & 
oe itior hu ling ) iitthe dl I lié 1? r Department St. Hele Lar 
Helens 4001) or Selwyn House, Cleveland R : ndon, S.W.1, (telephone: White 657 2-t 


I 


iah the usual trade cl ‘ IN IGHT 1 registered trade mar f Pilkington Brothe Limit 


For further informa on the use of Gia hy S 


(elephone St ipl 


eavatiat / 
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getting up. It is pointed out that the 
elderly as a group tends to be slightly 
shorter than the average population 
and that lavatory basins should not be 
fixed over 3lin high. It is recom- 
mended that this should be accom- 
panied by a large medicine cabinet and 
mirror 24in high so placed that its top 
is about 6ft 2in high and its bottom 
about 4ft 2in high. It is pointed out 
that towel rails should be very sturdy 
in construction and extremely well 
fixed, as they tend to be used for sup- 
porting the elderly, thus two bars 24in 
long are desirable. 


Kitchens 


Considerable space is devoted to 
kitchens. It is suggested that no 
greater area than 50 sq ft can be 
allowed for the cooking area. In one- 
person apartments, because of their 
total area, dining and living rooms 
might best be combined. In _ two- 
person apartments the same arrange- 
ment is appropriate but cooking and 
dining could amount to a total area of 
about 90 sq ft. When cooking and 
dining are combined privacy between 
them is thought to be of minor 
importance. It is suggested that 
mechanical ventilation for kitchens is 
important, especially when the cook- 
ing area is not adjacent to an outside 
wall. Stress is laid on the importance 
of planning the artificial lighting so 
as to throw no shadows on the work- 
ing surfaces. It is pointed out that 
the kitchen is the second most dan- 
gerous place in the house and is the 
cause of many accidents such as falls, 
burns, asphyxiation, bruises and cuts. 
Statistics appear to indicate that many 
of these accidents are due to bad de- 
sign of circulation and storage space 
or to bad design of actual equipment 
and inadequate lighting. The amount 
of kitchen equipment is, from U.K. 
standards, very large, for example, “a 
refrigerator in a single-person dwelling 
should be at least 6 cu ft capacity.” It 
is recommended that ovens should be 
at high level, as should be the re- 
frigerator. Thirty sq ft of storage area 
has to be provided, none of which must 
be over the cooker or the refrigerator. 
No shelf should be higher than 6ft and 
the lower shelves of normal base-units 
should be omitted or planned only for 
little-used utensils. Very specific 
information is given for the complete 
layout of the kitchen. 

It is suggested that not more than 
40 sq ft or a space 6ftx6ft could be 
allowed for dining. The dining table 
is likely also to be used for home 
industries, making of cards, flowers, 
decorations, sewing and accounting. It 
is suggested that living areas for single 
people can be given only between 80 
and 90 sq ft, but where dining area is 
added to this a space of about 120 to 
130 sq ft should be provided. For two 
people living areas of about 140 sq ft 
should be provided. It is believed that 
living require better lighting 
than is needed for younger people. It 
is suggested that window sills should 
be low to allow for seeing out from a 
low-seating position and the sills 


areas 


should be wide to allow for the placing 
of pot plants and flowers thereon. In 
connection with the furnishing of these 
rooms, it is pointed out that the ageing 
usually have collected a great many 
belongings, thus they tend to over- 
furnish their rooms. Wall spaces, both 
for pictures and furniture, will be at 
a premium. 

Stress is laid on the importance of 
providing storage, in addition to that 
for kitchen utensils, food, table service 
and the like, for clothing, linen, house- 
hold cleaning equipment and the iron- 
ing board, thus a total space aggregate 
of about 80 cu ft is needed. In addition 
to the storage within the individual 
apartments it is suggested that there 
should be an allowance of 160 cu ft 
general storage for each person some- 
where in the project as a whole for the 
accommodation of trunks, suitcases, 
chests of out-of-season clothes and 
other similar bulky objects. 

The accommodation information is 
summed up by stating that areas avail- 
able for living activities are extremely 
small and that they are served well 
only if they are sufficiently planned. 
The paragraph continues, however, by 
saying that sheer efficiency does not 
create a homelike atmosphere, which 
is important for this type of person. 

The third part deals with the build- 
ings themselves and their placing. It 
is felt that ideally every apartment 
should face an interesting view in a 
south or south-westerly direction and 
they should, at the same time, be 
reasonably quiet, avoiding such noisy 
places as those overlooking children’s 
playgrounds. The general planning 
should be such that will encourage 
neighbours to get to know one another, 
particularly when they are restricted 
in their movements. In distributing 
the types of dwelling it is suggested 
that those for single persons and for 
couples should be well mixed together, 
to encourage contacts between the two 
groups. A little information on general 
grouping is given but this is not par- 
ticularly helpful. 

It is suggested that it is desirable 
to provide certain common require- 
ments, such as a room in which a 
number of the tenants can meet 
together or entertain their own visitors 
Offices are needed for the manager 
and space for the equipment and tools 
for the maintenance of the whole pro- 
ject, together with a resident 
taker’s apartment. 

The fourth part is devoted to the 
selection of sites, which indicates no 
particular differences fram the general 
recommendations in this country. 

The fifth part gives a large number 
of brief but very terse specification re- 
quirements, covering such items as 
floors, stairs, windows, electricity, 
sound control, hardware and heating 
To state these points would require a 
very great deal of space as many of 
them are really interesting and are 
worth noting by those contemplating 
the design of old people’s dwellings in 
this country 


care 


Taking electricity as an example, all 


413 


switches shall be luminous, night- 
lights are necessary between the bed 
and the bath, direct lighting is essential 
over the kitchen range, all stairs and 
corridors and outside paths have to be 
adequately lighted throughout their 
length. 

On the subject of sound control, the 
Report points out that elderly people 
are less able to adjust themselves to 
excessive and intermittent sounds and 
in consequence they value a quiet, 
orderly, calm atmosphere; 40 to 50 
decibels should be the maximum, 
except in sleeping areas, where 30 deci 
bels should be obtained, which will 
have an influence on the selection of 
the site. The sound reduction between 
dwelling units is also restricted to 
40 decibels between apartments and 
the floors and ceilings have to have a 
reduction of 15 decibels to impact 
noises. 

In regard to heating, standard tem- 
perature is defined as 75° based on 
the prevailing winter conditions of 
each project, which is put down as 
being “ about 5° higher than is normal 
in dwellings for younger people ”!! 

An examination of this document in 
detail would be worthwhile for all 
those responsible for housing of aged 
in this country 


DUTCH UNCLE 


LIBRARY 
Soil Mechanics 


NOTE 
Related 


to Building 


John H. G. 
A.M.1.Struct.E., 
Creswell, A.M.I.Struct.E. (Sir Isaac 
Pitman & Sons, Ltd., London, 168 


King, 
and 


A.M.LC.E., 
Derek A 


pages, price 16s. Illustrated by line 
drawings and photographs.) 


HIS valuable work should be of 
great use to architects and builders 
The authors emphasize that the 
greatest problem confronting a de- 
signer of foundations is the diverse 
nature of soils, so that a scientific 
approach to site exploration is essential 
if a satisfactory foundation is to result. 
Architects will find the last two chap- 
ters, dealing with choice of foundation 
and depth of foundation respectively, 
of special practical value and signifi- 
cance. The basic principles of sound 
design are set forth simply and clearly, 
and there is no doubt that if the ad- 
vice given by the authors is followed 
there should never be a serious founda 
tion failure of any structure. However, 
it cannot be stressed too strongly that 
a specialist should always be called in 
where there is the slightest doubt 
about the mechanical properties of the 
soil, and a comprehensive soil investi 
gation carried out; a few hundred 
pounds spent on this may save many 
thousands of 
remedial works 
The sketches are clear and uniform 
throughout, and the book will certainly 
be understood by anyone 
Rott HAmMMonp, A.C.G.1., A.M.LC.E 


pounds on subsequent 
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WOSAIWS 


SERVICES 
SPACE HEATING 
B3/56 


The new ‘' K-Fire "’ by J. Scott Smith Led., of 350 Abbey 
House, Victoria Street, London, S$.W.1, is of the radiant 
reflector type conforming to B.S.1670 for electric fires 
and B.S. 1945 for fireguards. it has an adjustable reflector 
angle, jin mesh expanded aluminium guard, a wooden 
handle and plasticfeet. Finished with stove enamelied legs 
and polished aluminium reflectors, it has a fuel consump- 
tion of 1,000 or 2,000 watts. Overall dimensions are 
I6in x 12in x I6in high; weight 6 1b 





FINISHES 
LIGHT DIFFUSING 
D2/6 


The new “ Ventura 80 "' lighting fitting has 
been produced by Merchant Adventurers 
Led., 43 Portland Road, London, W.!!. It 
consists of a plastic diffuser [2in dia., 
suspended by 3 ball chains from a lampholder 
designed to take either 100, 200 or 300 w 
lamps. The whole assembly can be attached 
to any standard BC shade ring lamphoider 
The diffuser is in high temperature grade 
cellulose acetate and the louvre gives direct 
downward illumination within a cone of 
90 deg The open top gives shadowless 
ceiling lighting. ' is designed primarily to 
provide efficient low brightness lighting for 
classrooms 





SERVICES 
SPACE HEATING 
B3,57 


The Monovector Space Heater by Monitor Engineering 
and Oil Appliances Led., Stechford, Birmingham, has been 
given a completely re-designed exterior In hammered 
golden bronze the new model has a panelled front with a 
dark handle. The interior and other specifications remain 
unchanged. Dimensions: 30in high x I ldin deep x 19in wide 
Fuel capacity: | gallon of paraffin (Kerosene). Features 
smokeless and odourless heat and will burn, at full heat, 
continuously for 24 hours from one filling 








A new trench strut for securing shoring timbers has been produced by British Building & Engineering 
Appliances Led., Sandy, Bedfordshire. Available in two sizes: (1) Ift 6in and (2) 2ft 4in closed extending 
to 2ft 6in and 3ft Bin and weighing 14\b and 18 1b respectively. Made of steel throughout. The end plates 
welded to the body, are 4in x 4in x fin with projecting corners to ensure firm anchorage to shoring timbers. 
There are no loose parts, pins or chains. Tested by Industrial Research Laboratories, City of Birmingham, 
Public Works Dept., Model | supported load of 9.90 tons open and 27.80 tons closed and Mode! 2 supported 
load of 7.26 tons open and 12.90 tons closed, before collapse 





BAGHDAD TRADE FAIR 


The British Trade Fair to be held in 
Baghdad will be open from October 25 to 
November 8. 

From their wide range of Road Making, 
Builders’ and Contractors’ Plant, Aveling- 
Barford are exhibiting five machines—a 
Road Roller, two Graders and two 
Dumpers. 

Weighing 8 tons unballasted, the road 
roller incorporates the patent Aveling- 
Barford pressure balancing device. The 
two graders on view will be the new 
Maintenance Grader and the Aveling- 
Austin 99-H Motor Grader. The larger 
of the dumper exhibits is the 44 cubic 
yard Shuttle Dumper. Included amongst 
the many outstanding features of this 
machine are two-way steering, four 
speeds both forward and reverse, and 
patent power-assisted ripping and reset- 
ting of the body. The remaining exhibit 
is a One Yard Dumper. 

The Woodworking Division of Thomas 
Robinson & Son, Ltd., have a stand, No. 
129, organized by their agents, Stephen 
Lynch & Co., Ltd., Munstansir Street, 
Baghdad. A representative from Roch- 
dale, Mr. E. Waller, will be in attendance. 
An illustrated folder covering a selection 
of machines considered likely to be of 
interest to woodworking firms in the 
Middle East is being produced in Arabic 
and will be obtainable on the stand and 
from agents’ offices. 

Two machines will be shown on the 
stand, (a) 30in Bandsaw, Type YD/T, 
and (b) 24inx9in Combined Surfacer 
and Thicknesser, Type WR/T. 

Mather & Platt, Ltd., are taking part 
in the Fair in conjunction with Commer- 
cial Services Corporation, Ltd. Actual 
Mather & Platt machinery on show is 
restricted to Centrifugal Pumps, of which 
two typical specimens are on view. Some 
details of one of the firm’s “ Plurovane” 
pumps are on view and typical photo- 
graphs show how Mather & Platt Multi- 
stage pumps are employed on oil-field 
duty in Iraq. 

The Fire Engineering Division is 
represented and examples of Electrical 
Machinery are illustrated by means of 
photographs showing typical A.C. and 
D.C. electric motors and generators. 

Messrs. G. A. Harvey & Co. (London), 
Ltd., in conjunction with their Agents, 
The Arab Contracting & Trading Co., 
Ltd., will be displaying on their stand a 
representative range of Steel Office 
Equipment, including Desks, Filing 
Cabinets, Cupboards and Storage Equip- 
ment. 

In addition to the Office Equipment 
displayed, specimens of Perforated 
Metals, Woven Wire Cloth and Wire- 
work will be on show. 

Pilkington Brothers, Ltd., have had 
designed a portable display capable of 
being packed and unpacked by unskilled 
labour. It consists of nine standard units 
with one further unit to display the 
Armcourcast Door. Each unit consists of 
a framework of stove enamelled welded 
steel tubes and an interior designed to be 
visible from both faces. The interior is 
packed with its glass exhibits in a felt- 
lined case. 

The Pilkington exhibition was designed 
by Sven M. Sternfeldt, L.R.I.B.A., in 
collaboration with David Esdaille & Co., 
Ltd 


Enquiries for Marleythene (Mosiacs 
B4/24, September 9, 1954) should be 
addressed to Head Office, The Marley 
Tile Co., Ltd., London Road, Riverhead, 
Sevenoaks, Kent 
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Notes below give basic data of 
contracts open under locality and 
authority which are in bold type. 
References indicate: (a) type of 
work, (b) address for application. 
Where no town is stated in the 





HIGH QUALITY. 
WHITE FACING 
BRICKS 


(S.P.W. BRAND) 


| 


As supplied to the WAR OFFICE, H.M. 
| MINISTRY of WORKS, AIR MINISTRY. 
Etc. 


Sample and Brochure 
sent on request 


MSCARTHY 


& SONS, LTD. 


M. 


BULWELL 
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Keep FIRE 


at bay the 
DURASTEEL 
way! 
COMPOSITE 
STEEL-&-ASBESTOS 
SPRAY BOOTHS 
INDUSTRIAL OVENS 
FIREPROOF DOORS 
ETc. 


@ Send for data 


and full details from 


DURASTEEL LTD. 


OLDFIELD LANE, GREENFORD, MIDDX. Waxiow 1051 PBX 


NOTTINGHAM | 





ho 


iw much does 
our reputation 


yout 


It doesn't. Many think you pay for a 
name. That may be true of some, but 
certainly not of us. 

The experience we have gained in 
doing the same job well for 100 years 
enables us to quote low rates. 


for asphalt work 


it | pays] you 








ENGERT & ROLFE LTD 
LONDON EI4 EAST 144! 


& The Quay Exeter (Exeter 1595) 





CONTRACT 
° NEWS ° 


OPEN 
BUILDING 


ALTON R.C. (a 
Grove, Whitehill. 
Council Offices, 
e Nov 3. 


20 dwellings, etc., Fir 
b) Council’s Engineer, 
Barton End c) 3gns 


BASINGSTOKE B.C. (a) 15 flats in 
3-storeys and 12 garages, Cliddesden 
Road. (b) Borough Architect, Municipal 
Buildings c) 2gns e) Oct. 26 


BOURNEMOUTH B.C. (a 
flats at Kinson House Site, Wimborne 
Road; alteration works at Pavilion, 
Bournemouth, providing new bakery, etc 
b) Borough Architect, Town Hall r 
2gns e) Oct. 19 


Block of 12 


e . ° 
BOURNEMOUTH B.C. a) Provision 
of additional classroom accommodation at 
following schools: (1) Stourfield Secon 
dary School (4 classrooms). Construction 
of foundations, boiler house, etc., and 
erection of Medway type school building 
(2) Porchester Secondary School (2 class 
rooms). Construction of foundations, 
boiler house, etc., and erection of Med 
way type school building, minor altera 
uions to existing hutting and conversion 
of Art Room into science laboratory b 
Borough Architect, Town Hall c 
2gns each contract. (e) Oct. 11 


BRIGHTLINGSEA U.C. (a) 6 bunga 
lows, Chapel Road Housing Estate b 
Council’s Surveyor, Town Hall c 
2gns e) Oct. 19 
BUCKS C.C. (a) Ambulance station and 
garages, West End Street, High 
Wycombe. (b) County Architect, County 
Offices, Aylesbury. (c) 2gns. (e) Oct. 11 
CARLISLE C.C. (a) Erection of secon 
dary modern school at Harraby b) City 
Surveyor, 18, Fisher Street e) Oct. 11 
CONGLETON R.C. a) Erection of 
houses as follows: 6 houses, 2 bungalows 
and 4 shops with living accommodation, 
Meadow Bank, Kent Green, Scholar 
Green; 5 houses, Lawton Gate, Church 
Lawton; 11 houses and 6 bungalows, 
North Way, Holmes Chapel. (b) Engineer 
and Surveyor, Council Offices, Middle- 
wich Road, Sandbach c) 2gns € 
Oct. 8. 

> . . 
DARLINGTON B.C. a) Erection of 
Arthur Pease County Primary School 
b) Borough Architect, Central Buildings 
c) 2gns. (e) Oct. 21 
DEAL B.C. (a) 28 houses, St 
Road Housing Estate b 
Engineer, Municipal Offices, 
Street c) 2gns e) Oct. 15 


Martin’s 
Borough 
Queen 


EAST ELLOE R.C. (a) 38 houses, Hol 
beach b) Council’s Architect, Council 
Offices, Mattimore House, Holbeach, 
Spalding d) Oct. 2 


EIRE—DONEGAL C.C. (a) New dis 
trict hospital at Cardonagh b) Aidan 
F. Wheeler, 59, Merrion Square, Dublin 
e) Oct. 29 


on 
c) £25 


address it is the same as the locality 
given in the heading, (c) deposit, (d) 
last date for application, (e) last date 
and time for submission of tenders. Full 
details of contracts marked y& are 
given in the advertisement section, 
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PUDLO 


Registered Trade Mark 


BRAND 


CEMENT WATERPROOFING POWDER 


USED IN PORTLAND CEMENT 
CONCRETE AND RENDERINGS 
TO EXCLUDE OR RETAIN WATER 


WRITE FOR DIRECTIONS BOOK 
T 


KERNER-GREENWOOD & CO., LTD. 
KING'S LYNN 


Sole Proprietors ard Manufacturers 


THE MOST RELIABLE FIRE CEMENT 
18 ‘ FEUSOL '—hove you tried it? 














HARDWOOD FLOORING 
“EX STOCK" 


Block or Strip Flooring in } ! and tt 
thicknesses, in the following species, grades 
suitable for Civic, Domestic and Factory Floors 

Agba, Anyan, Apa, Beech (English, American 
Yugoslavian, Japanese), Birch (Finnish, Japanese) 
Ekki Emeri Greenheart Guarea 
Idigbo, iroko, Jarrah, Kaniuang, Keruing, Krabac 
Mahogany, Maple, Meranti, Muhuhu, Oak (English, 
American, Austrian, Japanese, Silky), Omu, Opepe 
Podo, Ramin, Rauli, Sapeil, Sepitir, Serayah 

Teak, Walnut, ete 


WILLIAM THORNTON & SONS, LTD. 


Joinery Dept., 38, WELLINGTON ROAD, 
LIVERPOOL, 8 Tel.: Lark Lane 1921/4 


Grams: Thornpool, Liverpool 


Gurjun 








BULLDOG 


FLOOR & 


CEILING CLIPS 
Standard and Acoustic 


THE ADAMITE 
COMPANY LTD 


MAAPIELD HOUGE. STRAND. HL2 
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ESSEX C.C. (a) Erection of Stanway 
Secondary School, near Colchester. (b) 
County Architect, County Hall, Chelms- 
ford. (d) Oct. 9. 


FORDEN R.C. (a) 12 houses, Church 
Site, Forden, Mont. (b) Walter B. Bond, 
Windsor House, 49, Calthorpe Road, 
Edgbaston, Birmingham 15. (c) 2gns. 
(e) Oct. 16 


GLOSSOP B.C. (a) Conversion of 
“ Parkcroft,” Dinting Road, into flats. 
(b) Borough Surveyor, Municipal Build- 
ings. (e) Oct. 9. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE C.C. (a) Erection 
of a secondary modern school at Winter- 
bourne. (b) County Land Agent, Shire 
Hall, Gloucester. (d) Oct. 6. 


GRAVESEND B.C. (a) 49 old people’s 
flats, Westcourt Estate. (b) Borough En- 
gineer, 6, Woodville Terrace. (c) 2gns. 
(e) Oct. 22. 


GUILDFORD R.C. (a) 3 pairs of houses, 
etc., Wharf Lane, Send. (b) Engineer and 
Surveyor, Millmead House. (c) 3gns. (¢) 
Nov. 2. 

*. . * 
HEYWOOD B.C. (a) 32 houses, Hard 
field site. (b) Borough Engineer, Muni- 
cipal Buildings. (c) 2gns. (¢) Oct. 23 

. *. . 
HUDDERSFIELD B.C. (a) Conversion 
of “ Longdenholme,” Greenhead Road, to 
form an aged persons’ home. (b) Borough 
Architect, High Street Buildings. (c) 2gns 
(e) Oct. 11 

. . . 

LONDON — WALTHAMSTOW B.C. 
(a) Community centre on a site at The 
Priory Court, London, E.17. (b) Rorough 
Architect, Town Hall, ©.17. (c) 2gns. (e) 
Oct. 15, 

J . . 

LOOE U.C. (a) Pair of houses and 3 flats 
and shop in 1 block, Sun Rising Estate 
(Contract No. 31). (b) Messrs. G. H. Ivory 
and Partners, 24, Athenwum Street, Ply- 
mouth. (c) 2gns cheque payable to Coun- 
cil, (e) Oct. 16 


LOWESTOFT B.C. (a) 9 houses, in 2 
blocks of terraced houses, May Road. (b) 
Borough Engineer, 49, High Street. (c) 
£2. (e) Oct, 8. 

MIDDLESBROUGH B.C. (a) 103 houses 
in terraces, Northern Section, Pallister 
Park, lst Development. (b) Borough En- 
gineer, Town Hall. (c) 2gns. (e) Oct. 11. 


NEWCASTLE REGIONAL HOS- 
PITAL BOARD. (a) (1) Alterations and 
extensions to a single-storey ward, and 
(2) alterations and extensions to two ad- 
jacent single-storey wards, and erection 
of a single-storey building for operating 
theatre, X-ray and casualty sections, at 
Walker Gate Hospital, Newcastle upon 
Tyne. (b) Board’s Secretary, “ Dunira,” 
Osborne Road, Newcastle upon Tyne. 


NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE C.C., (a) 
36 houses and 26 aged persons’ dwellings, 
Kenton North Estate, (b) City Architect, 
18, Cloth Market, 1. (e) Oct. 7. 


NORTHAMPTON B.C. (a) Extensions 
to Bective Secondary Modern School for 
Boys. (b) Chief Education Officer, 
“ Springfield,” Cliftonville, Northamp- 
ton, (d) Oct. 6. 
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DENNISON 
KETT 


& CO. LTD. 


ROLLING 
SHUTTERS 


& GRILLES e IRON DOORS 
STAIRCASES e LIFTS 
COLLAPSIBLE GATES 


& 
KENOVAL HOUSE 
226-230, FARMERS ROAD 
LONDON, S.E.5. Phone : RELiance 4266 





WARMER ROOMS 


AND NO DUST 


with washable SILVER PALM LEAF MATTING 


Price £1. 1.0 per square yard 
ORDER Direct FROM: EATON 


MANETTE STREET, SOHO, LONDON, WI. 


PHONE: GER 9391 








FIBRE 
INSULATION BOARD 


“QUITFIRE’’ impregnated is 
FIREPROOFED (Class | to B.S.476/ 
32 Amdt No. 2) and FUNGUS- 
proofed or TERMITE-proofed (or 
all three combined). 

Used on Government contracts, 
Industrial Buildings, Schools etc. 
Enquire of your 
processors: 


5. 0. Rudkin & Co. Ltd. 


Plantation House, Mincing 
Lane, LONDON. E.C.3 
Tel: MANsion House 4406 (3 lines) 


supplier or 




















VULCANITE 


Rootfing=- 
FOR EVERY TYPE OF ROOF 














N. IRELAND—ARMAGH. (a) Erection 
of St. Malachy’s New Primary School, 
Chapel Lane. (b) W. H. McEvoy, Ulster 
Bank Chambers, 73, May Street, Belfast. 
(c) 5gns. (e) Oct. 11. 
N. IRELAND—DRUMANESS. (a) Ex- 
tensions to Drumaness Primary School. 
(b) W. H. McEvoy, Ulster Bank Cham- 
bers, 73, May Street, Belfast. (c) 3gns. (e) 
Oct, 11. 


. >. * 


N. IRELAND—CLOw “IER R.C. (a) 25 
houses, Crossowen. (b) Messrs. McCarthy 
and Lilburn, Scottish Provident Build- 
ings, Donegall Square West, Belfast. (c) 
Sgns. (e) Oct. 8. 
NORFOLK C.C. (a) Erection of first 
phase of the Technical College, King’s 
Lynn. (b) Chief Education Officer, 
County Education Offices, Stracey Road, 
Norwich. 

NORWICH C.C. (a) 116 dwellings on 
Heartsease Estate, in 4 groups, varying 
from 24 dwellings to 42 dwellings, and 
2 houses, Earlham Green Lane. (b) City 
Architect, City Hall. (e) Oct. 18. 


NORWICH C.C. (a) Police sub-station 
and inspector’s house, Kett’s Hill, 
Norwich. (b) City Architect, City Hall. 
e) Oct. 13. 


* * . 


ONGAR R.C. (a) 1 block of 4 shops 
and 4 maisonnettes and 1 block of 4 aged 
persons’ dwellings and 4 maisonnettes in 
St. Peter’s Avenue, Shelley. (e) Engineer 
and Surveyor, Council Offices, High 
Street, Chipping Ongar, Essex. (c) 2gns. 
(e) Oct. 25. 

PRUDHOE U.C. (a) 3 shops, 3 self- 
contained flats, 11 garages and site works, 
etc., at Oaklands, Prudhoe. (b) Clerk of 
the Council, Council Offices, 18, South 
Road. (c) 3gns. 


READING B.C. (a) Pair of houses in 
Rodway Road, Valley Estate. (b) Borough 
Architect, Town Hall. (e) Oct. 14. 
RINGWOOD AND FORDING- 
BRIDGE R.C. (a) 6 dwellings at 
Thorneyhill, near Bransgore. (b) Frank 
J. Andrews, 45, High Street, Ringwood. 
(c) 2gns. (e) Oct. 13. 


ST. JUST U.C. (a) 36 houses and 8 flats, 
including roads, etc., Lower Boscaswell, 
St. Just-in-Penwith. (b) J. H. Snellgrove, 
47, Coinagehall Street, Helston. (c) 5gns. 
(e) Oct. 23. 

SCOTLAND-BARRHEAD B.C. (a) Erec- 
uon of 2- and 3-storey flats and flatted 
blocks, comprising 22 houses, Graham 
Street; all trades. (b) Messrs. William 
Baillie and Son, 4, West Regent Street, 
Glasgow, C.2. 
SCOTLAND—CHURCH OF SCOT- 
LAND HOME BOARD. (a) A church at 
Templehall, Kirkcaldy; separate trades. 
b) James Gentles and Son, Osborne 
House, Kirkcaldy. (e) Oct. 11. 


SCOTLAND—DUNFERMLINE. (a) 52 
houses at Aberdour Road. (b) Scottish 
Special Housing Association, Ltd., 15-21, 
Palmerston Place, Edinburgh. 

SOUTH SHIELDS B.C. (a) 134 houses 


Whiteleas Estate. (b) Borough Engineer, 
Town Hall. (c) 2gns. (e) Oct. 11 





THE ARCHITECT and Building News, 30 September 1954 








SOUTH SHIELDS B.C. (a) 6 shops and 
flats with garages at the junction of Cen- R.1.8.A. AND T.P.1. 
tenary Avenue and Horsley Hill Square, QUALIFYING EXAMINATIONS 


Marsden. (b) Borough Engineer, Town od W. BOX 
Hall. (c) 2gns. ce) Oct. il 2 F.RA.B.A., M.RSan.l., AlStruct.£. 
COVERITE SUTTON AND CHEAM B.C. (a) 20 2- Courses of instruction by correspondence and 


. personal tuition in studio including Testimonies of 
(ASPHALTERS) LTD and 3-storey flats, at Stonecot Hill, Sutton, 


Study and Professional Practice 
perunshannnbemenmcamancnmead on land adjoining Ridge Road Library 115 GOWER STREET, W.C.!. Tel. : EUS. 3906 


b) Borough Engineer, Municipal Offices, 
High Street, Sutton. (c) 3gns. (d) Oct. 8 
e) Nov. 17. 














° ° ° Do you know that Destrol can provide 
TENBY B.C. (a) 70 houses and flats at a complete individual sewage disposal 
Marsh Road. (b) Town Clerk, Civic plant and can thus solve your “no main 
Centre. (c) 5gns. (e) Nov. 1 drainage "’ problems? From £19.10.0. 


* . 
THE DEARNE U.C. (a) 4 shops and flat Write for literature to Dest-ol Sales Limited 
off Carr Head Lane, Bolton-upon-Dearne 402 Salisbury House, London Wall, 
b) Engineer and Surveyor, Council London, E.C.2. 
Offices, Bolron-upon-Dearne. (c) 2gns 




















TIPTON B.C. (a) Contract No. 2. 3 


SG AO CONS; C single-storey flat-roofed buildings, with RINGMER BUILDING 
S 


roads, drainage, etc., for new highways 


Me), ee) a A Zs depot. b) Horace N. Woodward, WORKS, LTD. 


c Borough Engineer, Municipal Buildings, ; 
/>° (anecnoic cuameers | & Sedgley Road West. (c) Sgn, (ec) Oct. 8. BUILDERS & CONTRACTORS 


/ Ls) | SOUND DEADENING & M i Joinery Specialists 


ABSORPTION EXPERTS gs 
TONBRIDGE R.C. (a) 2 houses at Old re .e 
TONBRIDGE RC. (3) 2 houses at Old | RINGMER : LEWES : SUSSEX 


Surveyor, 48, Pembury Road. (e) Oct. 11 Telephone : Lewes 368 


WALTON AND WEYBRIDGE U.C. (a 


Public convenience on each of following 


Specify =. 


sites: Church Street, Walton-on-Thames; NSM ° 
? 3 R R | x High Street, Weybridge; Walton Lane, M | He). HM 7. | LE S 
Weybridge. (b) Engineer and Surveyor, thei 


DECORATIVE PAINTS a ey Caen rea, Oy 
CELLON LTD., KINGSTON-ON-THAMES — ~~ <A 
PLACED FOR WALLS & FLOORS 


MINTON HOLLINS LTD. Patent Tileworks, Stoke-on-Trent 
BT PO TUTTE | ovthority in bold type with (I) type of work, 


(2) site, (3) name of contractor and address, _N 
ae A. at SON LTD. (4) amount of tender or estimate. + denotes | VWZayZ 
BEDFORD ROW pv oot STREET, that work may not start pending final QOARD 

: , LONDON, W.C.I. acceptance, of obtaining of licence, or 
elephone : Chancery 8701/2 modification of tenders, etc. Mode . a 


CHURCH SPIRE RESTORERS NORTHAMPTONSHIRE CC. (1 THE OUTSTANDING 


Secondary school. (2) Duston. (3) Adkins 


and Shaw, Ltd., Clock Chambers, St ALL WOOD .- FIBRE 
<UNSTRUCTIONS FOR EVERY ENGINEERING REgy, James’ Road, Northampton. (4) £105,881 HARDBOARD 
Be . . . 
¢* z MORLEY (YORKS) B.C. (1) 96 houses 
so ; J MI WAS 3 | (2) Westerton Estate 3) William Airey 
iff yee and Son (Leeds), Ltd., Eldon House, THE 
> > 


: Leeds, 2 
MATT Te " 4 ° ROOF GLASS CLEANING 
J.GARDNER & CO. LTD. ee ee U.D.C. (1 COMPANY LIMITED 
154 houses 2 falshes Farm Estate 
. (3) C. Bryant and Son, Ltd., 65, Whit Country-Wide Service 
more Road, Small Heath, Birmingham 122 MOUNT PLEASANT, WEMBLEY 
4) £194,729 Wem S207 | 


~ 
Ss 
~ 
~“ 
of 
| 

















Filing Cabinets 
Safes Chairs etc 


HAND OPERATED 
THe TYROL MACHINE 
Pat. No. 510492 

FOR APPLYING TYROLEAN 


OPEN TEXTURE 
(ROUGH CAST) 
FACINGS 


@ LIGHT WEIGHT Z 
@ RAPID COVERAGE -» 
@ SIMPLE TO USE a os SLIDE RULES 


@ EASY TO CLEAN 





ed | 
PRICE £9.18.0 each delivered free any part of U.K. CmE-10).2. nkel, eee 
“Ss TYROL SALES LTD. 2 St. Benet : ° Yr : . . 
Chambers, la Fenchurch Street, London, E.C.3. ENGLAND ' 3 pent elt 
Tel: MANsion House 2735 AL. wet (227738 











WEAVING 
is his line... 


...» Weaving is as old as the cloth industry and 
like most other branches of this industry mechanis- 
ation and research have brought improvements— 
production planning and modern equipment have 
eliminated much of the toil, thus leaving the 
craftsman more time to produce a better job. 


our line... 


fireplace engineering has also advanced with time and 
like the Weaving Industry, has taken advantage of modern 
equipment and production methods, thus allowing the 
craftsman more time to produce quality heating appliances 
The AIRDUN CONVECTOR FIRE has 
been designed for the express purpose of ‘‘ whole house "’ 
heating and at the same time to combine all the advantages 
of the open fire. 


for the home. 


This is an appliance designed to meet 
your requirements. It is adaptable—warm air can be 
directed to any part of the house; it’s economic, as it 
eliminates the building of chimneys for use with other 
appliances and it's suitable for use with all types of fire- 


place surrounds. Think of AIRDUN in the planning stages. 


CONVECTOR FIRE 


The manufacturers will be pleased to advise 
you on any heating problems and full 
technical details will be supplied on request 


Limite oso 
Tel, ; Uddingston 500 


ALEXANDER DUNN 
Bothwell Road, Uddingston, Lanarkshire, 
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“CALLOW ROCK’ 


Gas-burnt 


WHITE LIME 


is a Non-hydraulic, Class A 
Quicklime for Plastering 
Finishing Coat, Coarse Stuff 
and Building Mortar, 


conforming to British Standard 
Specification No. 890—1940 


The Callow Rock Lime 


Company. Lid. 


Cheddar. Somerset 








aenyy 


DAMPCOURSES 


“ASBEX”’ 
“HOUSING” 
“LEAD-BITU” 
‘“PERMASEAL” 
“PERMALUME” 





SAMPLES 
AND 
PRICES 
FROM 


PERMANITE LIMITED 
TL} melee se) jem ley lemme me), isle). ma a) 
Works: LONDON and HERTFORD 


Telephone: ADVANCE 4477 (10 LINES) 
Telegrams: PERMAPHALT EASPHONE, LONDON 
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SIZE 2 


An ideal method of centrally heating any home with minimum 

of installation and maximum control without attention. 
@ HEAT CONTROL. Adjustable 3-way. @ SAFETY. Oil contained in hermetically sealed pipes — cannot overheat 
@ PORTABLE. Easily moved on smooth running wheel-castors. @ HUMIDIFIER Available if required 


The OCEAN heater gives all-round radiation and maintains an even temperature, adjustable to suit personal 
comfort. The OCEAN is completely safe — the filled steel tubes are heated by easily accessible electric immersion 
element. All voltages A.C. D.C. can be supplied on special order. 
The OCEAN is made in three sizes and retails at the following prices 
Size |. 720 watts. List Price £15. 17. 0 P.T. £5. 16. 6 Size 2. 1200 watts. List Price £17. 5. 10 4 P.T. 46. 7. | 
Size 3. 1500 watts. List Price £20. 12. 1 Foes Gs ee BD 


Enquire through your usual DEPT. A.B. 
wholesaler or direct to :— HOBOURN DOMESTIC APPLIANCES LTD. 


Ce STROOD, ROCHESTER, KENT Telephone: STROOD 7626 Aline) ——_— 


te 





BY APPOINTMENT MAKERS OF SAFES 


TO THE LATE KING GEORGE VI 


CHATWOOD 


flush surface 
steel partitions 


A product embodying all the enduring quality which has 
made Chatwood security equipment respected throughout 
the world for a hundred years. 

The new Chatwood partitioning emphasises the features of 
easy erection and dismantling: unit construction, with flush 
surfaces; extreme dimensional adaptability, making it the 
ideal medium for space division; stove enamelled finish in 
customer’s colour scheme—and the Chatwood ideal of 
Quality First. 


Supplied to leading architects, companies and corporations. 





THE CHATWOOD SAFE AND ENGINEERING CO. LTD 
Steel Partitioning Division: 3 Laurence Pountney Hill, London, E.C.4 


Head Office: Shrewsbury, England. Branch Offices: Royal Exchange Arcade, 
- Manchester 2, and 26 West Nile Street, Glasgow, C.1 








flooring for every purpose 


Jointless Composition 

Rubber Flooring 

Linoleum 

Thermoplastic Tiles 

Uneven sub-floors screeded to receive carpets, 


linoleum or rubber flooring 





Phone or write for samples. Estimates gladly given and 
completion dates can be relied upon 


early delivery 


THE VEITCHI 


flooring specialists 


COMPANY LIMITED 


LONDON « Chiltern Works, Southey Road, Tottenham, London, N.I5 


Tel: Stamford Hill 9428 


LIVERPOOL ~- 106 Brasenose Street, Bootle, Liverpool, 20 


Tel ;: Bootle 3597 


GLASGOW «~ 217 West George Street, Glasgow, C.2 
Tel: Glasgow Cencral 1096 











ee ee RT 
ARCHITECTS 
AND 
BUILDERS 
ARE INVITED 
TO WRITE FOR 
OUR BROCHURE 
CONTAINING FULL 
SIZE ILLUSTRATIONS 


OF 
J NIREWORK 

PATTERNS 

WIREWORK 


METAL LATTICE WOVEN WIRE 
F. W. POTTER & SOAR LTD. 


PHIPP STREET LONDON E.C.2 
Rishopegate 2177 (3 lines) 
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TF, ,fpammer oa 


BOLT FIRING TOOL 


AUTOMATICALLY 

FIXES BOLTS AND 

NAILS TO CONCRETE 

BRICKWORK, STEEL, 
ETC. 


THE ONE TOOL 
COVERS 
7S Pa ‘a 
WHITWORTH 


WRITE NOW FOR DETAILS OR FULL SCALE 
DEMONSTRATION AT YOUR WORKS OR_ SITE 


a 
“Comdbiep Lit 
— 


67-73 WORSHIP STREET, LONDON, E.C.2. 
"Phone: Bishopsgate 874) (3 lines) 
"Grams: Condrup Ave, London 


ibe ne 


THE TWENTIETH 


BUILDING 
TRADES 
EXHIBITION 


OCT. 19 to 30 1954. 


city HALL 
MANCHESTER 








Service 


to the 


AM 


Kitchen Planning 

Cooking Apparatus Makers 
Mechanical Ventilation 
Complete Installations 


Architect 








Benham and Sons Limited 
66 Wigmore Street, London, W.1 WELbeck 9253 (17 lines); 














SAMUEL ELLIOTT & SONS 
(READING) LID. 


idee 


Crafltimes les ie Pe Prot.b 
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WE 
FABRICATE 
AND ERECT 


cw 18562 





a specialised 


Oe oy!) 


fully qualified for the correct inter- 


pretation of architects’ cloakroom 


needs and specifications. 


A section of our brochure contains a 
typical 
the 


selection of installations in- 


tended as a guide to general needs of 


architects. 


@ May we send you a copy ? 


CLOAKROOM EQUIPMENT LTD. 


STATION ST BROMSGROVE WORCESTER. 
TELEPHONE : BROMSGROVE 2962. 



























































of the layout ot the eTVICE and constructio 


ol roth Century house ! most important for a 


uccessful conversion to modern 


YEARS we have 


requireme¢ nt 


For over 60 carried out extensive 
and Vi 


Building aspect 


maintenance and alterations to ¢ 
their Ele 


our 0 


sCOTLIAN torian 


houses In 


ctrical and 


that rganisation has a 
More 


houses grow 


We 


wealth of experi 


which is almost unique and more, the 


to convert the ( 


and has rece 


Ministerial support would 


like to place thi experience at 


the service of the prot ion and 


Invite enquiri 


—— > Rely on RAWLINGS BROS. 


: 8 GLOUCESTER ROAD, SOUTH KENSINGTON, LONDON, S.W.7 


for’ conversion work 


Telephone: FREmantie 8161 (/0 lines) 
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OR over fifty years Libraco 
Ltd. have been designing and 
manufacturing furniture and 

woodwork of all {descriptions for 


LIBRARIES 


SCHOOLS & OFFICES 


The illustration shows a corner of the LEWIS CARROLL 
CHILDREN’S LIBRARY at ISLINGTON, recently 
«quipped by Libraco Ltd 


Write for :llustrated Booklet. 


LIBRACO 


LOMBAKD wae ee one ae CHARLTON, 
LONDON, 
Telenhone Greenwich 1 ¥ + 3309. 














All types of 


Have you seen the MEW 
STEELWORK VICTOR DOOR SPRINGS 


WITH THE SELF- 
Designed, Fabricated __ CONTAINED CHECK 
pais Erected ~<d 


iP FOR 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

HOUSING SCHEMES 

OFFICE BLOCKS, ETC. 


A.B.N. 


Old Leeds Stee! Works, Baim Road, LEEDS, 10 
Phone; Leeds 7661/4/7 Grams: CORFLAT, LEEDS 


phe 


papeeeeer? 


Shallow and watertight 
floor patterns. Overhead 
bypestosuit every purpose. 





Also : 

© WINDOW GEARING AND FANLIGHT OPENERS 
Pressed Steel Rainwater Goods, Cold e “X-IT” PANIC BOLTS — LOCKS 
Formed Sections—up to 18° Girth, e 


= DOOR FURNITURE — CASEMENT FITTINGS 
Pressings—up to ~” thick Mild Steel, 


1 quiet i Guillotine Shearing—maximum capacity © SPRING SASH BALANCES 
Le bh Hl " 8 x 4° Mild Steel, Profile Cucting—upto 


“ Victor” fittings are used throughout Great Britain 
5” thick Mild Steel, Slitting Sheets and 


Ane caret ROBERT ADAMS (VICTOR) LTD. 
139 STAINES ROAD, HOUNSLOW, MIDDLESEX 
Telephone : Hounslow 5714 


Also STEEL FROM STOCK 




















Durese EMULSION COATING 


was specified as the internal wall finish for KIDBROOKE SCHOOL 


because of its very wide colour range, and particularly because of its colour-trustworthiness in the stronger 
and more ‘difficult’ shades of the Archrome-Munsell range; 


because of its suitability for application to new surfaces ; 
because it can be very easily washed and will respond kindly to maintenance care; 


because the architect's purpose was “to create a friendly atmosphere for small human beings with the 
studied use of colour and contrasting materials.”’ 





Direct enquiries in regard to the provision of colour-panels, prototype rooms and all 
other forms of colour trial over the whole range of wall finishes and gloss paints are 


ordially invited. 
: Telephone: GREenwich 0034 Products 


DURESCO PRODUCTS LIMITED, CHARLTON, LONDON, S.E.7 
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In school or factory, barracks or ships; by 
shower or basin, fountain or trough, group 
washing needs thermostatic contro! and 
the best place to put it is at the point 
where the hot water meets the skin of 
the user. 
Leonard thermostatic hot and cold 
water mixing valves save heat and save 
water; avoid risk of scalding; add to 
the joy of the user and the good 
‘ooks of the washroom 
*) The Leonard group contro! system 

Trend : . es es a is by far the most widely used and 
Aas ieee =| r : A is specified by most architects 
, = ; 7 : Sales and service everywhere. 
‘ 
THE AQUASEAL ROOFING SERVICE contracts for the renovation 
and waterproofing of roofs of all types. Based on the use of 
AQUASEAL liquid bitumen proofing — impervious to atmospheric 
fumes and climatic extremes —it provides all the advantages of a new 
roof, at only a fraction of the cost. Used for over 25 years on 
government offices, public buildings, hospitals and factories. 


© BERRY WIGGINS & CO. LTD., BREAMS BLDGS., FETTER LANE, LONDON, E.C.4 


Focus on Setright 





~ bP als WW enaven engaged in 


the erection and reconstruction of Horse and Greyhound Write for 
Racecourses remember the name of Setright Registers oo PYeTLYIU TS A 

Limited who have long experience in the manufacture of leaflet No. 1/W 
Totalisator equipment. We are not only makers of 


equipment for various sports but our mechanism can also 
be applied for use in industry. 


(PATENTED) 
Further details are obtainable from 


SETRIGHT REGISTERS LTD THERMOSTATIC MIXING VALVES 


KRASTWAY WORKS, EASTWAY, HACKNEY CK, LOND WALKER, CROSWELLER AND CO. LIMITED, 
Teleph AM Hera *6 (Private Branch B rchange Telegram efare ephone ador CHELTENHAM 








OFFICIAL 


APPOINTMENTS 


Rate 16 per line, minimum 3- 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 


CONTRACTS 


TENDERS 


Close for press Ist post Monday for following Thursday Issue 





APPOINTMENTS 


The engagement of persons answering these ad 
wertisements must be made through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, etc 
ij the applicant i# a man aged 18-64 or a woman 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em 
ployer ts excepted from the provisions of The 
Notification of Vacancies Order, 1952 





HOUGHTON.-LE-SPRING URBAN DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 
PPLICATIONS are invited for this appoint 
ment, which is subject to the National Condi 

tions of Service and to the Local Government 

Superannuation Acts The salary will be fixed 

within Grade V of the A.P.T. Division according 

to qualifications and experience 
Housing accommodation will be 
married 
Applications, stating age, qualifications and ex 
perience, together with particulars of two referees, 

must reach me not later than October 14, 1954 

WwW. W. PLEWS, 
Clerk of 


provided if 


the Council 
Broadway 
Houghton-le-Spring 
Co. Durham 


September 15, 1954 [8362 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF DUDLEY. 


ASSISTANT ARCHITECT GRADE V 

PPLICATIONS are invited from Associates 
f R.1.B.A. for the above appointment in the 
Department of the Borough Architect 

Kpplic itions, stating age, qualifications and experi 
ence and giving the names of two referees, should 
reach me not later than Ist October, 1954 

P. D. WADSWORTH, 
Town Clerk 
The Council House 


Dudley [8382 





BOROUGH OF WREXHAM. 


ARCHITECTURAL APPOINTMENT 
PPLICATIONS are invited for the appoint 
ment of ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANT 

in connection with Capital Works at a salary in 

accordance with A.P.T. Grade V £620 to £670 
per annum 
Applicants should be Associate Members of the 

RI.B.A. or equivalent qualification and have 

general experience in the design and development 

of neighbourhood units, Municipal Buildings and 
general architectural work undertaken by a Local 

Authority, and Planning experience will be an 

advantage 

The Council is prepared to offer housing accom 
modation to the successful applicant, if married 

Form of Application and Conditions of Service 
may be obtained from the Borough Engineer & 

Surveyor, 31, Chester Street, Wrexham Applica 

tions on the prescribed form together with copies 

of two recent testimonials and the names of two 
referees should be delivered to the undersigned in 
an envelope endorsed “ Architectural Assistant ”’ 

not later than Monday, 18th October, 1954 

PHILIP J. WALTERS, 
Town Clerk 
Guildhall, Wrexham 


22nd September, 1954 [8384 





LONDON ELECTRICITY BOARD. 


ARCHITECTURAL DRAUGHTSMEN 
A Ppl ICATIONS are invited for the above posi 
4 tions in the Architect's Section of the Chief 
Engineer's Department in Central London 

Applicants should be neat draughtsmen and pre 
ferably have had several years’ experience in an 
Architect's office 

The post is graded under Schedule “ D™ of the 
National Joint Board agreement as Grade 6—-£458 
to £595 7s per annum, inclusive of London 
Allowance 

Application forms obtainable from Personne! 
Officer, 46, New Broad Street, B.C.2. Please en 
close addressed envelope end quote ref. V/1785/AA 
on envelope and all correspondence [8385 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. 





HEBBURN URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL. 


APPOINTMENT OF ASSISTANT 
ARCHITECT GRADE VI 


PPLICATIONS are invited from suitably quali 
4% fied persons for the appointment of ASSIS 
TANT ARCHITECT in the Architectural Section 
of the Engineer and Surveyor’s Department 

The salary will be in accordance with Grade 
A.P.T. VI of the National Scale, i., £695 to 
£760 per annum. The appointment will be subject 
to the National Scheme of Conditions of Service 
and the provisions of the Local Government Super 
annuation Act, 1937. 

The successful candidate wlil be required tu pass 
a medical examination 

Preference will be given to registered architects 
who have had experience in the architectural design 
and construction of housing and general municipal 
works. Candidates should have had sound practical 
experience and should be capable of carrying pro 
jects through all stages 


The provision of housing accommodation will be 
considered if necessary 


Applications endorsed “ Assistant Architect,” 
together with copies of three recent testimonials, 
must be received by the undersigned not later than 
Tuesday, the 12th October, 1954 


J. R. PASSEY, LL.B., 
Clerk of the Council 
Council Offices, Argyle Street, 


Hebburn, Co. Durham [8386 





INISTRY OF HOUSING AND LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT ARCHITECT (MAIN 
GRADE) for special work with MINISTRY OF 
HEALTH. The Civil Service Commissioners 
invite applications for a pensionable post in London 
for specialised duties in a new Research Group to 
study design, planning and construction of hos 
pitals Candidates must be Registered Architects 
(by examination) and either F.R.I.B.A or 
A.R.L.B.A. They must be able designers and have 
a sound knowledge of modern methods and new 
materials Some experience of hospital work will 
be expected. Age at least 30 on Ist August, 1954 
Salary (men), including extra duty allowance 
£1,080-£1,426 Somewhat lower for women 
Starting pay above minimum if exceptionally well 
qualified. Promotion prospects 


Application form and further particulars from 
Civil Service Commission, Scientific Branch, 30, 
Old Burlington Street, London, W.1, quoting No 
$4381/54 Applications to be returned by 25th 
October, 1954 (8372 





NIGERIAN COLLEGE OF ARTS, SCIENCE 
AND TECHNOLOGY 
Principal: ¢ A. Hart, T.D 
M.L.C.E., F.R.L.C.S 

A PPI ICATIONS are invited for the 
4 i) HEAD of DEPARTMENT of ARCHI 
rECTURE, to be responsible to Principal for 
design and construction (by contractors) of certain 
college buildings and supervision of professional 
architectural courses, (ii) ASSISTANT to the HEAD 
of DEPARTMENT Membership of R.I.B.A 
essential, recognised diploma or degree desirable 
(Membership of I.Struct.E., R.LCS., of T.PI 
added qualification) 

Now in the early stages of development, the 
College is autonomous, complementary in function 
to University College, Ibadan, and of comparable 
status. It will have branches at Zaria, Ibadan and 
Enugu 

Salary scale for (i) £1,690-£1,960 p.a., for (ii) 
£830-£1,560 p.a., incl. overseas pay Posts are 
pensionable, but contract appts. for 2 tours of 
service might be made in first place Furnished 
houses provided rent £65-£150 p.a. acc. to salary 
Free Ist class passages, one each way for each tour 
of service, for persons appointed and wives; either 
passage allowance or maintenance allowance for = 
to 2 children under 18. Seven days’ leave on full 
salary for cach month's resident service 
service likely to be 10-18 months 

Write for further information to Secretary 
Advisory Committee on Colonial College, 1, Gordon 
Square, London, W.C.1. Closing date for applica 
tions (six copies), 15th November, 1954 [8375 


D.Sc., Ph.D 


posts of 


Tours of 


APPOINTMENTS—contd. 





COUNTY BOROUGH OF EAST HAM. 


( UANTITY SURVEYOR GRADE IV, £580 
£625 

London Weighting is paid 
in excess of the minimum may 
to qualifications and experience 

A subsistence allowance may be granted over a 
reasonable period to the person appointed if unable 
to obtain suitable housing accommodation, neces 
Sitating the maintenance of two homes 

Further details and application forms returnable 
by 15th October, 1954, from the Town Clerk 
Town Hall, East Ham, E.6 [3389 


in addition. Salary 
be paid according 





BRITISH ELECTRICITY AUTHORITY 
MIDLANDS DIVISION 

Two SENIOR DRAUGHTSMEN (Architec 

tural) are required in the Generation (Con 
struction) Department at Wolverhampton. N.J.B 
service conditions, superannuable appointments 
salaries within Schedule “D”’ of the Agreement 
Grade 5, £567/£671 per annum 

Applicants should preferably have had experi 
ence in the layout and design of main and auxi 
liary buildings associated with generating stations 
Sound technical education and training are. required 
Appropriate technical qualifications an advantage 

Good conditions of employment and holidays 
opportunities for broadening experience in all 
branches of civil engineering; canteen facilities 
available. Previous applicants for this position are 
being reconsidered 

Apply, quoting Vacancy No. 768MD on form 
AE6, available from the Establishments Officer, 53 
Wake Green Road, Moseley, Birmingham, 13, by 
9th October, 1954 [8376 








MISCELLANEOUS SECTION 





RATE : 1/6d. per line, minimum 3/-, average 
fine 6 words. Each paragraph charged 
separately. 

BOX NOS. add 2 words plus I/- for registra- 
tion and forwarding replies which should 
be addressed c/o, ‘‘The Architect & 
Building News,’’ Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.1. 

PRESS DAY Monday. Remittances payable 
to Iliffe & Sons Ltd., Dorset House, Stamford 
Street, London, S.E.|. 


No responsibility accepted for errors. 





ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT 





The engagement of persons answering these ad 
vertisements must be made through the local office 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service, et 
if the applicant is a man aged 18-64 or a woman 
aged 18-59 inclusive, unless he or she or the em 
ployer is excepted from the provisions of The 
Notification of Vacancies Order, 1952 





variety of design 
senior architectural 
fully experienced; age 

[8365 
requires 
qualified 


A LONDON firm with wide 
4 and construction requires 
assistant, Associate R.I.B.A 
30-40.—-Box 7970 

f IGH WYCOMBE firm of architects 

architectural assistant, preferably 
salary according to experience.-Write giving age 
and particulars to Box 7969 [8363 
XPERIENC ED Architectural Assistant required 
“ for long-established and busy practice. Energy 
R. & D. Hall 
Masonic Buildings, 
[8347 


and ability essential 
F./A.R.LB.A., Architects, 
Bangor, North Wales 
RCHITECTURAL Draughtsman required with 
experience of Industrial Buildings. Write, iv 
ing details of age, training, experience and salary 
required, to Personnel Manager, Ferguson Radio 
Corpn., Ltd., Gt. Cambridge Rd., Enfield. [8383 


Apply 
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ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- ARCHITECTURAL APPOINT- 
MENTS VACANT—contd. MENTS VACANT—contd. SERVICES OFFERED 


DRAF TING, detailing, tracing, plans copied and 
reproduced Duplicating Quick service 











SENIOR architectural assistant London firm, VW ELL-KNOWN firm of Architects, Melbourne, 
W.C. area; experience in design and ability in Australia, invite applications for a Senior Staff We . s : 
use of colour in interior decoration essential; pre appointment of Qualified Architect Applicants ednesbury Design 9, Russell Street, Wednes- 
vious theatre experience an advantage.—Write, must be Members of the R.1.B.A. and to have had bury, Staffs. __ [835 
giving details of experience, training and salary considerable practical office experience, and must A RCHITEC TURAL, progress, and technical 
required, to Box 8175 [8390 be able to undertake preparation of working draw a Mm name ng Howard poneeae Service 
NORTHE {RN Rhodesia for friendly, important ‘8% and specifications of large industrial and com oe _ Awe om one 
practice, Assistant Architect with some ex mercial projects and supervise construction I EATING, ventilating, air conditioning All 
perience. Salary approx. £220 p.a. Free passage, ppointmcent will be for a minimum of two years types of designs undertaken by qualified 
inexpensive accommodation, U ne ag with With salary range of £1,500-£2,000 Australian engineer, A.M.I.H.V.E. Reasonable charges.-29, 
for selected catudidates ply, quoting Successful applicant after interview in London. will Hill Top Road, Birmingham, 31 [8380 
37/11, to Overseas rh Service, 5, ‘T"eceive some assistance in passage to Australia ——} 
Welldon Crescent, Harrow (8378 ag should be addressed to Box No. 74, FOR SALE 
. 3 
SENIOR Architectural Assistant required for a se es a oe pee one SORE, OM (838 ; =a 
* leading office in East Africa, probably for their — ——__— — nan 
Kempale, Jganda branch. Some years’ experience a —_—— W:, specialise in white gee coloured urinal sets 
Salary £780-£960 according to experience and loca et us quote you hos. Lord, Ltd., Mitella 
tion, with free passage, bonus ona leave eghamne SITUATIONS VACANT Street Burnley [8381 
Apply, quoting OSS. 17/8, to Overseas Technical *LECTRIC cable. Heavy duty industrial TRS 
Service, 5, Welldon Crescent, Harrow. [8377 UNIOR Arch 4 PILCSWA/S, et Send for list of over 50 
RMSTRONG SIDDELEY MOTORS require prc ie po nne 3 yu Ay qs types at greatly reduced prices to clear warchouse 
4 * experienced Architectural Assistants for Works tects’ Department of a Property Company in the Bon 7334 a 
Engineers Department Capable of surveying City of London. Write, stating age, previous ex A= hardwood mouldings, plain and embossed 
designing and detailing all types of industrial perience and salary required, also date available mbossed ornaments and dowels; send for 
buildings and with experience of factory services Box 8101 : [8373 catalogue and to-day’s lowest trade prices 
Only rst-class men need apply to—Reference Dareve's Moulding Mills, Ltd., 60, Pownall Read 
HH.2/FRJ, Personnel Manager, Armstrong Sidde D' VELOPMENT Draughtsmen required to carry Dalston, E.8. ¢ Clissold 1543/4 [0142 
ley Motors, Coventry [8359 out work on interesting developments in the ———— — — 


MAIOR Oil Comoeny. underes: peneaion field of Prefabricated Buildings and ancillary ele 

A requires Aachisectoral hese of Cenadanedions ments, covering a wide range of types of buildings NIS SSEN HUTS, ETC. 
standard for its London Head Office. Applicants '™ single and multi-storey constructions for home 
must be capable of carrying out work on the design and overseas markets Good salary, staff pensions _x Army Nissen and other buildings available 
and remodelling of service stations Social club scheme and excellent working conditions are also, manufactured buildings Universal Sup 
Generous sickness benefits. Pension and life assur offered to men with initiative and new ideas having plies (Belvedere), Ltd., Crabtree Manorway, Belve 
ance Luncheon voucher scheme.—Write, giving structural, architectural or general engineering ex dere. Kent. Erith 2948 (0145 
full details, stating age, experience, and salary re perience.—Apply, giving se Se I. expemean = 
quired, quoting reference AAA294, to Box 8139 ind qualifications, to the Personnel Manager, Bristol : ——- 

(8388 Aeroplane Company Lid Buildings Division BOOKS, E I -. 

Oldmixon, Weston-super-Mare 8374 




















D DENTON-SMITH & PARTNERS es — ‘ z 

< RB Architects, Surveyors, of 40, Regent —— = are - MoD! RN Electrical ( ontracting By H 
St., Cambridge, and 5, Lynn Rd., Ely, have s Taunton A.M.LE.t Describes 
vacancies for Architectural Assistants qualified by PLANT FOR HIRE wganization of a contracting business and 
examination or experience in connection with local routine for operating it, Costing, estimating 
authority and other housing, ecclesiastical, agricul dering stores stock, plant staff ~~~ 
tural and industrial building, etc. Applicants must CHASESIDE mechanical shovels, Major type, by premises, technical standards and publicity are 
be sufficiently competent to handle projects 4 day, week or contract, with drivers; tipping among the many subjects covered. 10/6 net from 
throughout with minimum supervision. Salaries up lorries supplied if required with shovels.—Henry all booksellers. By post 10/11 from The Publish 
to £500, depending upon capabilities Written Froud, Ltd., Primrose Wharf, Tunnel Ave., ng Dept., Dorset House, Stamford Street, London 
applications, giving particulars, are invited [8348 Greenwich, $.E.10. Tel. Greenwich 0072-3. [0138 I 








CONCRETE 
LOCK-UP 
GARAGES 


With the present-day high cost of building materials and labour, BATLEY 
Multiple Concrete Garages offer tremendous economics E mploying the well 
known Batley principle of tongued and grooved concrete units which are simply 
bolted together on a firm level foundation, these garages can be erected by 
unskilled labour in hours instead of days. Fitted with Up 


and Over or hinged doors as required 5 YEA : 
RS’ | 


No. of Total (ost 
Garages Size Clear Height s. d 
2 16ft. 3in. by 16ft. 4in 6ft. Jin 125 em 
3 24ft. 3in. by 16ft. 4in oft 180 
6 48ft. Jin. by 16ft. 4in oft 345 
9 72ft. 3in. by 16ft. 4in 6ft $10 
12 9%6ft. 3in. by 16ft. 4in oft 675 


Plus £55 per additional garage to any number required in one block Alse 
available with a clear height of 7ft. 9in., and alternative length of 19ft. if required 


ATTRACTIVE DEFERRED TERMS. — free delivery in England and Woles 
Send for full details and brochure to: ERNEST BATLEY LTD. 96, COLLEDGE RD., HOLBROOKS, COVENTRY {iphone 


THE MOST ATTRACTIVE FLOORING EVER PRODUCED ! 


Here’s POLYFLEX-POLYVINYL, the sensational plastic floor that can ‘be 
laid on ANY surface. Ready mixed for laying it has a beautiful marbled 
veining that forms as you spread it! An automatic choice for every Kitchen, 
Bathroom or Hall and ideal for living rooms, offices and restaurants for it is 
jointless and thoroughly hygienic. GUAR- 
ANTEED not to crack, Lift or Craze, 
THE ORIGINAL POLYFLEX isimpervious to greaseand oils. 
Available in a range of glorious 
colours and marbled veinings. 


























GUAHAN IONS 


. _ 4 
(S GUARANTEED . 7 SURFEX FLOORING 00. 48 a Street 
r Camberiey, SURRE 
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WILLIAM BARTON & SONS LTD., 


Telephones: 31891 /2 11, FORREST ROAD, EDINBURGH, 1. Telegrams: ‘Sterilize’ 








Postal tuition in History, Testimonies, Design, BOARD ROOM FURNITURE 


Calculations, Materials, Construction, Structures, 


Hygiene, Specifications, Professional Practice, 
etc. Also in general educational subjects. | S MARGOLIS & SONS 
ELLIS SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE . 

















COURSES for all R.1.B.A. EXAMS _ FOR OFFICE, LIBRARY AND a 0 D £ L S BY Est. 1883 


John B. THORP 


98, GRAYS INN RD., 
w.c.1 


TOWN PLANNING. -_ 
tenn OLD BROMPTON’ aoan,” Gt TA nok 63-65 NEW OXFORD 8T., LONDON, W.C.1 PUBLIC BUILDI Telephone : 
Phone: KEN. 4477 and at Worenntar Phones : Temple Bar 7364-9513 ESTATES AND INTERIORS. HOLbern 1011 








As adopted by the Admiralty, the Ministry of Works, the Ministry of Supply 
and Foreign Governments. 

Frame construction in tubular steel and high tensile cable, Buckwyn metal tiled in 
aluminium or steel with or without Insulation for all climatic conditions. 
Complete buildings from 7/6 sq. ft. delivered on site or F.O.B. or 9/- sq. ft. erected 
Also Buckwyn Houses, Schools, Military Hutting, etc. 


BUCKWYN CONSTRUCTIONS LTD (°;:*) TWYFORD, BERKS, ENGLAND 


Areas 
10,000 to 50,000 sq. ft 


Wargrave 310 
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THE ARCHITECT and 


Building relies on... 


In research and development, in planning and 
construction, photographic methods play a vital 
part—and in all these fields, the industry relies more 


and more on Ilford photographic materials. 


ILFORD 


a photographic materials 
arene inane: arene - Lenser in the service of industry 


graphy 
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USKMOUTH GENERATING STATION, NEWPORT. Mon: 
British Electricity Authority 
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